
ARCTIC TRADER

KARL HAYES & EAMON POWER
chronicle the history of a remarkable aircraft that has seen both military and

commercial  a i r l ine service dur ing a f ly ing career spanning more than 65 years

Sorne ai rc laf t  arc rathcr  specia l .  Lrke any piece ofnrachincry,  rv i r ic l r  wi l l
wear out  ancl  bccornc obsolctc over t imc,  au ai lcra{ i  only has a l i r r r i ted
pcr iod ol 'use,  u, i th thc lcngth of  t inrc o l lc t r  t lcpcndcnl  upou i ts  c i rcunr-
stanccs.  Af tcr  t l r is  t l rc  a i rcraf t  wi l l  bc scrappcd or ,  in sornc c:rscs,  prc-
scrrc, i  as a nruscunr p iece.  i ts  prot luct ivc t lavs at  a c losc.  

' l l rc  
lor t tuurtc

l 'e  lv  l i r rger on pcrhaps as 'warbirds '  or  l ly ing muscurn pieces.
Our sub_ject ,  howcvcr,  is  st i l l  in  act ivc dai ly  conrrncrc ia l  usc

rnore than (r5 ycars alicr initial dclivery. It has servcd as a military trans-
port ,  c iv i l ian ai r l incr ,  in both the passcnger and { ie ig l r t  ro lcs,  as an icc
rcconrraissancc and survey ai rcral i ,  and cvcn as a { i rc-borrrbcr .  I lav ing
travel lec l  thc wor ld dur ing i ts  long carccr ,  i t  has becn involvcd wi th many
of the major  events o l - t l re day,  and wi th the tnany pclsonalr t ics of  i ts  oper ' -
ators.  In n lany respects,  i t  is  a uniquc and histor ic  a i rcraf t ,  wi t l r  few
cquals.  This is  thc history o l 'Bul la lo Airways Douglas DC-4 Cl- l i lQM
narrred ",4n lic Tiutler ".

EARLY MILI IAI IY SERVICD
' l  

he Douglas C-54 Skyrnaster ,  nr i l i tary vers ion of  the c iv i l ian
DC-4, was sclccted by tlre US military as its long-range transport during
the years of  the Sccond World War.  1,163 were acceptcd by the Uni ted
Statcs Arrny Air  Force (USAAF) in several  var iants,  sorre of  wlr ich wcrc
transfcrred to thc US Navy. Thc ultitnatc version ofthe aircraft developed
for the USAAF was the C-54G. of  which 162 wcrc bui l t  at  thc Santa
Monica, California factory, with the last batch built bcirrg trvelve aircrall
wi th Air  Forcc ser ia ls 45-6261637. Our spot l ight  la l ls  on the th i rd last  C-
54G bui l t  for  thc USAAF carry ing the ser ia l  45-635. An addi t ional  238
C-54Gs were on order, but were cancelled afler V-J Day. With tlie ending
of the war, the original variants, the C-54As and C-54Bs, were declarcd
surplus, but all sr.rrviving C-54Ds, Es and Gs wcre letained and post-war
went on to bccomc the mainstay of Air Transport Comr.uand, and latcr the
USAF's Military Air Transport Service (MATS).

Douglas C-54(;  45-635, la i l  nunrbcr l ) rcscntat ior ]  5(r35,  con-
structor 's  nr , r rnber 3(r0 lJ l l ,  was avai lable i r t  Santa Monica on C)ctobcr 25
1945, and rvas acccptcd arrcl tlclivcrccl to Air"l'r'ansporl ('orrrnrantl al
I lanr i l ton [ j ic ld,  C]al i fornia,  on Octobcr 29,  for  scrv icc in thc Paci l ic  t l rc-
atrc o l 'oDcr l t ions.  I lv  t l tcn t l t t '  wr lvas ovcr-  Jalan havinq srrr r r r r l t r : r l
tcn wecks car l icr ,  but  thcre was str l l  a considclablo rcc lu i rerncnt  tor  a i r l i f t
in  thc al lcrnrat l r  o l ' the conf l ic t .  I ts  Paci f io c lcployrrrcnt  carnc to an cnd i r t
June 1946, whcn thc youthlu l  Skymaster arr ivcd at  the Fair l ie ld Suisun
Army Air  I lase ( latcr  Travis Al ' 'B)  in Clal i fornia.  I t  cont i r rucd to f l  y  lbr  Air
Transport  Comrnand, bcing t ransl 'crrcd to MA' l 'S at  Grcat  Fal ls  AFB ( latcr

Malmstrom AF-IJ) ,  Montana, in Junc 1948. With thc I3er l in Air l i f t  begin-
ning that rnonth, therc was cnornlous prcssurc on USAIr C-54s, witlr (ireat

Fal ls  A| l l  being dcsigrratcd as the rcplaccnrent  a i rcrew tra in ing locat ion
I i r r  a i r l i l i -bound Skynrastcrs.  Using s inr i lar  radio beacons,  Crcat  l ' 'a l ls
rvas trarrsforrned to lescrnblc TcrnpelhofAirport, dcstination Ibr tlrc thou-
sands of tons of supplics flown in to the bcleaguered (icrnran city.
Hundrcds ofpi lots and I l ight  enginccrs wcrc chccked-out  on t l re Cl-54 and
on flight procedures to and lrorn Berlin by llying sinrulatcd airli[1 nris-
s ions at  ( i reat  f "a l ls ,  wi th 5635 part ic ipat ing in th is t r r in ing

In March 1949, 5635 was rc-assigncd to Wcstovcr Al i l i ,
Massachusscts, and thcn in January 1952 back to thc l)acific, basctl at
l l ickarn AF' I I ,  Hawai i .  l t  retra incd based at  I  l ickanr urr t i l  Janualy 1 953,
thcn nrovirrg to Andrews AFIJ, Maryland, and retulning to Wcstovcr AIrll
in  January 1954. I ts  r .novc to DoverAFB, Delaware,  inApr i l  1954 rnarkcd
thc final posting of its niilitary carccr. Based at Dover was the I 6071h Air
Transport Wing, under which were Iive Air Transpurt Squadrons (ATS).
5635 joined the 2lst Air Transport Squadron at l)over, bcconring one of
scvcn C-54Gs at tached to the uni t ,  which undertook ai r l i l t  missions
throughout t l re Cont inental  Uni ted States and Europc.

5635 was st i l l  seruing wi th the 2lst  ATS t lur ing December
1954. The squadlon's h iskrry shows twelve ai r l i i ' t  missions f lown by the
unit that nronth, eight of which werc to Keflavik, Iceland; threc to Lajes
in the Azores, and one to Torbay, Newfoundland. The rnissions to
Kellavik and Lajes stoppcd at thc Ernest Ilarnron AFts, Stephenville,
Newfoundland, which was an important trans-Atlantic rcfuelling point lor
USAF aircraft, fulfill ing much the sarne role as Gander Airport did fbr
civilian aircraft. The flights to Keflavik were in conncction with an
expansiou of l,he base and its activitics. The 82nd FIS with its F-94

HEADING PHOTOGRTIPH: Notdair used C-54G Slqnnster CF-lQM
ort tran.s-Atlttntic passenger charters v,ell into tltc sixties, with the aircrttft

seen here during a visit to London Airport. (lr'lAP)

LEFT: Douglas C-54G Slq,rnaster 5635 late on in her nirte-year long
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Starfires had just departed the base at the cnd of October | 954, and the
5Tth FtS and ils F-89 Scorpions were becorning cstablished. Tlicrc was
also much cnnstnrct ion work in progress,  extending the nrnway and bui l t l -
ing addi t ional  taxi rvays and aprons.  lb support  th is act iv i ty ,  the 2 I  s t  ATS
had been tasked wi th th is " -er ies of  nr iss ions to Kel lavik.

TJNFORTLINATI INCIDI]NT ENDS AIR NORCE CAIIEI iR

Skymaster 5635 took ol l ' l rom Dover AFB on Decenrber l5
1954 for  what would be i ts  last  day of  mi l i tary f ly ing,  on t r ip number
577X/15.  The ul t imate dcst inat ion was Kef lavik,  but  i t  was to be a bLrsy
day,  wi th a nunrber o l 'en-route stops.  Fi rst  s top was at  Olnrstead AFB,
Pennsylvania,  before cont inuing on lo i ts  lbrrrcr  basc at  Westover.  Frorn
horc,  i t  set  course towarcls the Ernest  Harmon AFts,  Stephenvi l le,  to re l i r -
e l  bcfore f l l , ing on to Kel lavik.  h1 thc coursc ol ' the day's f ly ing,  lhe nose
herter  in thc l : i rcra l i  hai l  beccnie incperat ivc,  a i r r l  as i l ie  cre* hal l  io  cal l
a n ight-stop at  Stephenvi l le due to strong winds at  Kef lavik,  the ai rcraf t
contmantler retltrested base maintenance to flx tlie heater. Conscqtrently,
the C-54 renrained at  Stcphenvi l le the lb l lowing t lay,  as thc heater  had st i l l
not been fixed.

The C-5.1 rvas parked un thc Transient Aircrali llarnp, rvherc
the maintenance crew began working on thc ai rcral i  on the evening of
December 16.  [ t  was parked beside another t ransient  C-54,  ta i l  nurnber
5521 (cln 3597.+) of the 35th ATS, Rerrrutla, which was ret'uelling at the
t ime. I t  was a cold,  dark,  overcast  evening wi th ra in showers swceping
the ramp. A sorrewliat inexperienced apprenticc mechanic rvas working
on the healer  on his own. Having,  he thought,  l lxed the problem, he
tumed on the appl iance to check i t  rvas rvork ing.  Unlor tLrnately,  he had
failed to flrrn olFa luel booster punlp, so that gas firrnes in the auxiliary
power uni t  rvere igni ted,  causing a f i re to erupt ,  which spread quickly.  t ' le
leapt out ot'the aircraft and ran to the fire station to raise the alanl.

ln any event,  the f l re was al l  too apparent  to the crew of552l
parked alongsi t le 5635, who were refuel l ing their  a i rcraf l .  They saw
flames shooting through the roof of the Skyrnaster, and hurriedly taxied
their own aircrall out of harm's way. When tlie fire trucks ditl uranage to
ext inguish the blaze,  the extent  ofdamage to 5635 $,as al l  too apparent .
The entire cockpit area and interior ofthe fonvard fuselage had been gut-
ted, and a ten fbot hole bumed through the roof. 5635 was not going any-
where after that, and its crew had to hitch a ride back to Dover.
Subsequent assessment ofthe damage estimated that it would take 15,000
man-hours to repair, which as far as the Air Force was concerned, was not
an economic proposition, and it was decided to strike the aircraft from the
inventory According to the treaty goveming USAF bases in Canada, any
material abancloned on a USAF base there became the property of the
Canadian Government, with the US Government being entitled to ten per
cent of any sale proceeds.

CONVERSION TO CIVIL AIRLINER HERALDS A NEW LIFE

For a year the damaged Skyrlaster sat forlomly at Stephenville
rvhile those in authority pondered its fate. Exactly one year to the day
since the f i re,  by Bi l l  of  Sale dated December l6 1955, the Crown Assets
Disposal Corporation sold the aircraft "as is, where is" to the Canavia
Corporation ofMontreal for $366,000, quite a respectable sum in the cir-
cumstances. Canavia was an aircrafl leasing and trading company, rvhich

March l 1956 this work hatl bcen corriplcted, antl a I'erry pcrnril wits
issued firr a llight to Miami, Florida, rvhcrc permirncr)t repirirs wcrc car-
r ied out  by the L l l  Smith Aircral l  Corporal ion,  which also convened t l te

aircral i  to c iv i l ran I )C-4 conl lgurat ion.  On N, lay l4 l9-56 a IJS Cert i f icatc
ofAinvor lh i r rcss l i r r  Export  rvas issucd,  arrr l  t l re a i rcraf t  registered that  d i ry
as C' l i lQM to Cattavia Corporat ion rnt l  f lown l iorn Miarrr i  t ( )  N4onlronl .

On the nex( day,  CF- lQM cont inuet l  on to Mont Jr t l i ,  Qucbcc,
basc of  i ts  r )cw opcr i l tor ,  Wheeler  Air l incs Ltd. ,  who took the ai rcral l  on

lease liorn C'anavia Corporation lirr use as a cargo aircrall. It was paint-

ed in fu l l  Whce ler  Air l ines l ivery,  consist ing of  a red cheat l inL:  and ta i l
rv i th sty l ised'WhcclerAir l ines Canada' t i t les on thc fuselage roof  and ta i l .
Sevcntccn nror ths i r l ier  her mishap at  Stcphenvi l le,  the Skynraster  rvrs i r t
l i r rc  s l r r rpc t { )  r 'csun)r  nro( luct ive srr \  icc.

Whcclrr  Air l rncs,  or ig inal ly  krrown as Gray I {ocks Air  Service,
' ;as l l r r : r i l : i l  51 ' ' l ' i ; l l  \ \ / i rc ; l : ;  in  i9 l l  a; rd star teC l ' , l t  I ly i rg to i is i r i i :g

carnps irrrcl lodges irr the remote lrush country ol'Quebcc with bases at both
Ciray Roclis itntl Clkrva. C)ver the years it cxparlderl into a formidirble
operat ion wi th l i r r r r  scpar i r tc  t l iv is ions the bush t l iv is ion (Otters,

l lcuvers,  Norsenran),  a hel icopter  d iv is ion (Sikorsky S-51 and S-55\ ,  an
agr icul l r r ra l  spraving div is ion (Averngc' rs and Stearmitn) ,  ar t t l  a t ranspor l
d iv is ion.  The t r i rnsport  d iv is ion had becn launched in 1953 rv i th a s ingle
( 'onsol ic latecl  Canso anrphibian and hur l  gone on to acquire [ )ouglas DC-
3s ancl a I)C-4, having securetl a valuable contract to support conslruction
and supply o l ' the Pinctrcc and DEW Linc radar stat ions in northem
Canat la.  I 'or  th is contract  i t  had acquired i ts  l l rs t  l )ouglas DC-4,  a nrodcl
t ' -54A [ ]F- l l . l  (c /n 10360) in August  195-s,  rvhich i t  hacl  pLt t  i r t to serv ice
on long-dist l rnce "r 'e l l ical"  l l ights f ronr the t ransport  d iv is ion's base at

Morr t leal-Dorval  Airport  north to Frobisher Bay ancl  certa in DFW Line
stat ions (Crpe Dycr and I Ia l l  Beach),  which conncctet l  wi th " lateral"
l l ig l r ts  out  of  Frobrsher I lay using snrr l ler  a i rcral i  betwcen the v l r tous
radar s i tes noi lh of  the Arct ic  Circ le.

Ilrheeler Airlines Douglus C-54G Sk.vnaster CF-lQM in benveen.llights.

The Wheeler transport division was awarded fufihe[ contracts
for flights to the Northwest Territories, Arctic ice reconnaissance and
wealher stat ion serv ic ing,  and also decided to embark upon passenger
charters to ELtrope. To allow tbr this expansion, two more DC-4s were
acquired,  wi th CF-IQM being taken on lease in June 1956, and C-5' {A CF-

WAL (chr 10330) destined to join the fleet in March 1957. As of

November 1956, CF-IQM had amassed a tota l  of  11,992 ai r f iame hours,



i ts  c iv i l ian hours rnounted quickly,  and by the end ofApr i l  1957, i ts  tota l
t i r rc had increased to 13,961 hours.  In July 1957, CF-IQNI 's conversion
to passenger use was approved, in advance ofits flights to Europe.

LUCRATIVE ATLANTIC AIR BRIDGE FLIGIITS

The requirenrcnt for these flights arose in late 1956 with

unprecedented nurnbers of  Br i t ish people wishing to cnt igrate to Canada,

coupled wi th largc nunrbers of  Hungar ian rcfLtgccs rv isJr ing lo f lcc to
Canada af ter  thc Octobcr 1956 upr is ing.  

- lhe 
contbinat ion of thcse c i r -

cumstances pronlpted the Canadian Govet'nment in December 1956 to
arrange for a massive progralnn)c of cltartcr flights tlrrougliout 1957, to
oater for what bccatnc knorvu as the "Air Bridgc to Canac1a". In

Decernber 1956 the first contracts wcre awardeti to Trans Canada Airlincs
and Canatlian Pacific. followed by Maritintc C,'entral Airways and
Whceler  Air l ines,  both using DC-4s.  As t l tc  queucs c ' f  pcople wishing to
travel  to Canada lcngtherred dur ing 1957, cont lacts rvere also awardcd to
nrany Anrcr ican carr iers,  nrost  ofwhorr  a lso cntplcryet l  DC-4s,  leading to
thc typc bccoming (he ai rcnr l l  nrost  associatcd u ' i t l t  thc Air  l3r idge opcra-
tion. The vast nrajority of these fligltts originltcd ur Vicnrra (fol the car-
riage of Ilungatian rcfugees) or l-ondon lieathlow, and scrvcd all thc
nrajor cities ofCattatla. Prestwick and Sltaurrott rvcrc used as I'uel str4rs
for the wcll-ladeu Skytuastcrs.

As f 'ar  as Wheeler  Air l ines rvas cortcetnccl ,  whi lc  I )C-4 Ct-- lLI
ntet  i ts  comrni tnrouts on thc DLW Linc cort t ract ,  ( IF--WAL and CIr- lQM
rvcrc uscd on the Fiuropcan clrartcrs, pussing rcgularly thrcugh botlr
Prcstwick and Slrarrr ron.  l  he Shanwick Oceanic [ ) ia l ics rccord CjF-WAL
ct)-routc Gander lo Sl tarrnon ot t  . l  t r tc  , -10 I  95 7.  dcscr ibr-d i r r  t i rc  d iary at  l  l rat
stagc as a "rcgular  conrntu(cr" .  Otr  July 3 I ( )57 a Whcclcr  D( l -4 ar l iv t 'd
in Montrcal  l l 'orn l -ondon wi th 70 Br i t ish inuuigrants,  and cunt inued on tcr
V:rncouvcr as thc l l rs t  o l 'a  ser ies o1- such l1 igh(s to t l rc  Canar l iarr  west
coast .  Shanwick c l iar ics a lso Lecord soutc othcr  f l rg l r ts ,  lv i th CF- lQM cn-
routc I lonr Montrcal  to Prcstwick on August  23 1951 as "Wlreclcr  811",
cr,-routc Iiorr Shaurton to (iander as "Whcclcr 706" on August 28, antl on
Septcnrbcr l4 1957 l ly ing l i -onr Gander to Shannon. By Dccernbcr 1957
Wheeler 's  involvcnrcnl  on t l re Air  l l r ic igc was wirr t l ing down, wi th both
WAL and IQM rc luur i r rg to DIIW Liuc scrv icc.  Dul i r rg Dcccnrber 1957
ll)e lcft side passcnger scals \verc rcrnoved li'onr IQN4 antl a Jrlyrvood lJoor
instal led so th,r t  i t  could l rc t ter  o l )efate thc DEW Line contrac(  in "conrbi"

conlrgur: r t ion.  Arrothcl  use of  thc Whccler  D( ' - - ls  hacl  bccn lbr  t l le  l rans-

l .or l  of r l : :sLrs r : rc i r l :cr ' : r  f iorr r ,^ .11' ic : r  t i )  14()nl ra i r l  er tc l ' loronio.  I l  i9-s5 t l rc
Salk ant i lo l io vaccine l rad been perfcctcd,  ant l  largc nunrhers ofnronkeys
wcrc lcquircd to protluce tlrc vaccirte, Iluch ueeded to conrtrat tllc scorlrgc
oI tlrc disease whiclt rvas prcvitlctit in Canat]a at tltc tinre, bLrt wirs tlrarrk-
l i l ly  evontual  ly  cr i td ic:atct l .

Going i r r  lo 1958, Whcelcr 's  t ransl)or t  d iv is ion l leet ,  in acld i -
tion to the tlrree DC-4s, r:ornpriscd two Curtrss Conrnandos, lour DC-3s,
lu,o Cansos and a Br:ech l l t .  CF- lQM's ccl t i f icatc of  a invorth iness was
rcucwed on Apr i l  l8  1958. at  which stagc i ts  totaI  t i lnc hat l  increascd to
14,849 hours,  nteauing that  i t  had f lown 848 l r t iurs in the plevious ycar.  [ t
rnet witli a lllinor accidcnt at Montreal-Dorval Airlort on July 4 l95tl
whcn the nose-gcar collapscd, but thc aircraft was soorr repairecl and
returrcd to scrvice. It met with a somewhat tnorc sclious and ccrtainly
more spcctacular accrdent on July 2l 1959, landing at thc DtsW Raclar
Line s i te at  Cape Dyr-r  on Bal f in ls land.

lltheeler Airline.s Skl,n1,rt,r, CF'-lQM ut resl on d roin-.sttuked Prestv'it'k tpron ofier

At Cape Dyer therc was a gravel slope belbre the start of the
runway. The DC-4 Ianded a bit short of the runway, and as one account
ofthe incident records, "[t hit the slope with an allnighty bang, bounded
upwards (to 100 feet according to onlookers), and then dlopped down
again with an even bigger bang. There wasn't even a burst tyre, but bad
things had bccn done to lQM. So, both the DC-4 and the pi lot  ceased to
sen,e with Wheeler Airlines, the pilot pennanently, but only tcrnporarily
for the DC-4. After sorre repairs it rvas ferricd back to Montleal. It flew
back very carefully. exact airways point to point, no difect routings, nrak-

ing surc Scarch and Rcscue would know exactly where to find thetl in the
event of  a wheels-up landing on the muskeg."  Miraculously,  CF-IQM was
back in scrvice with the airline after a few weeks.

Tragedy struck the Wheeler DC-4 operatiou later in the year
when CF-ILI crashed on Novembor 4 1959. It had just taken off from
Montreal  en-route to Hal l  Beach DEW l inc s i tc .  As i t  was c l imbrng to i ts

cruis ing al t i tude,  an engine f i re crupted and bumt through the wing.  caus-
ing the DC-4 to brcak up and crash to the ground, wi th the loss ofal l  f ive
crcu,  nrcrrhers aboard.  Wheelel  acquired C-54A Skyrnasler  CF-JIR (c/n

I0362) as a replacenlcnt. The carly parl of 1960, ltolever, rvas to be a
tirnc of great change fbl Whccler Aillincs. Tonr Whceler had negotiated
thc salc of the t rausport  d iv is ion to Nordair ,  ant l  th is salc was conrpleted
in Apr i l  1960, wi th Nordair  tak ing over Wheeler 's  large ai rcraf t  and the

busincss on which they werc used, su;rportirtg the northcrn radar sites.
Wheeler  Air ' l ines i tsel f  was rcstructurcd as Wheeler  Air l i r rcs (  1960) Ltd. ,
and al thougl i  i t  would conl inue in operat ion wi th i ts  other drv is ions {br
sonrc ycars. it no longer opelaled any lalgc ttanspolt itilclall.

LVith lttr gear alreadl' lucked up, Nordair Skynl..rtr', C[-[Q]v[ begin.s Ircr
lottg clintb oil lo lhe ltldlltic d.r slrc leporl.sjiont Prc.strt'iclt.

(Kt,tt trf ot sholl viu Neil Airtl)

CI  IALLI 'NGINC NOITDAIR 0PETTATION

At the t i r lc  of  Nordair 's  pulchasc of  Whccler 's  t ransport  d iv i -
siurr, DC-4 CF-lQM was still ou,ned by llrc Clatravia fp4reration and
lcased to Whccler Airlines. Accordingly, Wirecicr sutr-lcascd thc aircraft
to Nordair in June 1960, and Nordair started to operatc the DC-4 on thc
DliW Linc flights. It was repainted into thc Nortlair schenlc of tlie peri-
od, with a chcat line and Nordair roof titles, a rvhite tail with a thin line
across it, and thc rcgistration on the tail. As well as the DEW Line flights,
it also started crossing the Atlantic on passenger charters, and was noted
at  Prestwick on several  occasions.  l t  was also noted passing through

n rt ol lrcr oceott cro.r s i n g (MAP)
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CI;.IQ|t 'tsportingthL'nlour|it l l iyerl 'adoptt:dll.

I Ieal l r row Airport  on AugLrst  1,5 1960, atrd then retr r r r r ing honre v ia
Shannon on August  20.  Most  t rans-At lant ic  l l ights,  or ig inat ing in
Montreal ,  s tagecl  v ia Gander or  Kct lavik.

l l r t  the t rans-At lant ic  rvork was only unt lcr taken at  the heig l r t
of  thc.  st tmmer,  rv i l l t  the ai rcr i r l i  spencl i t rg r ruch o{  the lcrnaint ler  of  t l te
year engaged in DEW Line support  t ly ing.  Thc fb l lowing is  a descr ipt ion
of  a typical  I ) l lW Line l l ight  wi th IQM, depar l ing l iom Nordair 's  htngar
at  Dorval  in thc t lept l rs of  winter ,  on Febnrary t )  I  96 I  ,  j  r rst  a l ier  r r r  id r r  ight ,
in i t ia l  dest inat ion Frobisher Bay.  I t  carr icd l i t ieen passengers in the af i
pan o'' the cabin, rvith the forward area accclmmotlirting baggage und
cargo. The rouling took the I)C .{ vil overheatl Robervll, Arnber lloutc
l0 to Ni tchequor l ,  lhen v ia Fort  Chimo to I r robishcr l lay u, i th a l ) ight  t inre
ol  near ly scven l tours.  

' l  
he t rvo cabin crerv servcr i  i r  rneal  j r rst  a l ler ' lake-

o1I ,  and thcn breakf i rst  short ly  bclbre an- ival  l t  their  rathcr  f i ' ig id dest ina-
t ion,  where the tcrnperahlrc rvas nr inrrs ten wi lh t r lorv ing snorv Af ier  a
two-hour stop, during which IQM was refirelletl, sorne cargo taken olf antl
more loaded, the ui rcra{ l  rvas on i ts  wi ly  agi l in ,  t lcs l inal ion I ln l l  f }e i rc l r .
F lowever,  not  long al icr  take-ol f ' l lames were seen corning f iom the nLrnt-
ber lbur engine,  which resul tet i  in  a qLr ick tu ln-urount l  lnd landing back at
l i robisher Bay.  Mccl tanics workecl  t -cver ishly in the v ic iotrs cokl  ancl  soon
had tQM scrv iceable again.  Af ter  a delay ol ' two hours,  i t  wus on i (s rvrry
again lbr  the three-hour sector  lo I la l l  Beach,  where i t  u,as again grccled
by blorvrng snorv.  l t  hat l  been a long ancl  ardLurLrs f l ight ,  belbre IQM
relracct l  i ts  steps back to i ts  base at  Montrer l .

I n  Ju l y  l 9 ( i l ,  r vh i l e  s t i l l  opc ra te ( l  b l ,No rda i r ,  \Vhee le rA i r l i nes
bought the DC-4 f iom the Canavia Corpomtion and sol t l  i t  to Nordair  by
Bi l l  of  Sale datet l  January I  |  962,  at  which stage Nordair  bccanre the out-
r ight  orvner of  Ctr- lQM. l ts  tota l  a i r f iame t ime at  th is s( i rge was 2l , f i63
hours.  Trans-At l rnt ic  charters oncc again t l 'a t r r red in the l96l  sunl lncr
programme, ant i  CI- IQM rrade a nunrbcl  o l '  crossings of  the North
At lant ic  dur ing July and August .  The ai rcraf i  was noted 11ying v ia Gander
to Prestwick on July 22 br inging a party ofCanadian tour ists to Scot l i rnd
lbr a holiday. Al1er a nightstop the DC-.l returned empty to Montreal via
Gzinder on t i re evening ol  ju)y 23 as "Nordair  92" carry ing seven crew
members.  CF-IQN4 then retumed to l ' restwick on August  l l ,  when i t
arrived in the afiernoon inbound lion.r Amsterdam. Again, a night-stop
ensued, and on the next alternoon the DC-4 departed to Keflavlk, once
again as "Nordair 92", carrying 72 passengers and creu, horre to Canada.

Going in to 1962, Nordair 's  DC-4 l leet  conrpr ised the lhree
aircraft inherited fron Wheeler - CF-IQM, CF-JIR and CF-WAL (rvhich
was leased to ' f ransair  and re-registered CF-NAC on i ts  retum to Nordair
in 1964), und CF-MCB, rvhich had been acquiretl frorn N'laritimt- Central
Airways and which was re-registered CF-NAB. Dur ing th is per iod,  the
DC-4 passenger charters to Europe continued, although DC-4 CF-NAB
was sold in Brazi l  at  the end of  1962 and replaced by a DC-6A, which
took its registration and which was more suited to the European charters
thanks to its longer range and pressurisation. Douglas DC-7C CF-NAI
joined the Nordair lleet in May 1964, and that summer saw both the DC-
6.4 and the DC-7C well used on passenger charters to Europe.

FIRST SCHEDULED SERVICES FOR DC-{

The DC-4
which had originally

support flights to the DEW Line radar stations,
been flown as charters, were incorporated into

Nordair 's  196 |  t inrctable shorvs Fl ight  4 |  wi th I )C-. l  e( lu iprr)ent  routrng
Montreal-Roberval-Fort  Chinro-Frobisher Bay,  iv i th thc return serv ice
being Fl ig l r t , {1.  

' l 'he 
lv lay 1964 t i r lc t i rb le shows an cxpansion ol ' the DC-

-1 network,  rv i th l r l ig l r t  4 l /43 rour ing Montrc i r l - l toberval-Fort  Chirno-
| robisher l3ay- l la l l  l lcach-Rcsolrr le Bay and rcturn.  Tl ) ! - [e wi ts a con-
nect ing DC-3 scrv ice bc-tween Frobisher I lay and Capc l )yer,  and ndt l i -
t ional  D( ' -4 scrv ices l inkecl  Monlreal  rv i th Creat  Whale,  Quebec,  tnd
( l terc rvas l r lso a di rect  D( ' -4 serv icc bctween Montreal  anr l  I r r t rh isher [ ] i tv .
Thcle rvrrs a lso a C'r r r t iss ( l -46 Conrnrant lo serv ice () \ ,cr  t l re routc
Montreal- l lobcrval-Schel lerv i l le- l :or t  Clh inro-Frobisher [ ]ay- I {esolute
I lay arrr l  rc t r . l rn,  so No|c la i r  rvcre certa in ly provid ing plcnty o1'scheclLr ler l
cr tp i tc i ty  n()r thwards out  of  Montrc l r l .

A new c()n l r i lc t  awarr ler l  to NortJ i r i r  dLrr ing 1964 covercr l  thu
operat ion ol ' ice rccolrnaissarrcc l l ights,  and t lLr ing Apr i l  ( i l r - lQM was f i t -
tg, l  1v l1h "11,3i11 c lb in cLr"crvar i rn wint f t i rvs l i r r  t i r is  purpose.  Ti icse f l ights
rvould cont inue unt i l  lq66 whcn rhe contract  was awarded to Kent ing
r\v iat ion ant l  t l tc i r  t rvo t let l icated ice rcconnaissancc l )C-4s,  Cl : -KAD (c/r t
18.1-56) arrL i  CIF-KAI i  (c/n 36029),  a l though no t i l rubt  the ice ' recce'  I ) ights
carr ier l  oLrt  by IQM did help in Nort la i r  u l t imately bcing awarded the con-
tract  wi th tu 'o t ledicalcd Lockhecd I i lectras in latcr  yelrs.  To cater  1 'or  t l te
increasctl irctivity, Nor(lirir atltled trvo urore [)C'-.ls to its l]eet, cornplising
C-5411 CF-MC'A (c/n I  0457) acquire d l iorn Mar i t i rnc Clentra l  in July l96J
ant l  re-rcgiste led (- 'F-NAA, and C'-54E CIF-MCl l  (c ln 21261) acquirer l
l l 'orn the s i rnre source in 1965. By 1965, therefore,  Nort la i r  had f ive
[)oLrglas [ ) ( ' -4s in serv ice.  ln I )eccnrber l t )66,  having krst  the ice rccon-
I ta issancc contract  to Kcrr l ing Avir t ion,  IQM u' i rs  l r t ted rv i th n)agnetol l )e-
ler  srrrvcy ct l r t ipnrent ,  inc lLr t l i r rg l  torved'b i r t l ' ,  i rnd Lrsecl  lbr  survey work.
When i t  rcner i ,ed i ts  cert i l jcnte o la i rworth iness in October l t )67,  th is ver-
sr t i le  i r r rd hard-rvork ing rnachine hld increascr l  i ts  totr l  l ly ing t ime k)
30,3J I  horrrs.

I -ate in I9(r4 Norcla i r  had bought foLrr  L- l049I I  Super
Clonstc l lat ions f i 'onr  Nat ional  Air l ines,  which were painted in a new colour
scherre consist ing oIa blue chcat  I ine cornplcmented wi th an al l -b lue ta i l
wi th a u,h i te 'N' .  The ent i re l leet ,  inc luding the DC-4s,  was repainted in lo
t l re eye-catching and nost  at t ract ive new l ivery.  From l ! )65 onwards,
Nordair 's  f leet  o l 'Super Constel l i r t ions star ted to take over some of  the
DC-4 scheduled serv ices.  However,  the June 1968 t rmetable st i l l  showed
DC-. I  serv ices on the l i r l lowing routes -  Nlontreal-Great  Whale-Fort

Slilmuster CF-lQilt during a visit to London Airport circn 1960 di""play-
ing the earl.l,Norduir lit'en'. (Briun Stainer/Aviation Photo Nen,s)



Chimo-Montrcal  (Fl ight  53/54);  N4ontrcal-Fort  Chimo-Frobisher Bav-
Fort Chinro-Montreal (Flight 61162); and Montreal-Frobisher Bay-Hall
Beach-Resolute Bay and return (Flight 42143). DC-4s wcre alscr used on
chartcrs,  inc luding "oi l  l i f t "  to nat ive v i l lages not  served by the scheduled
services. 1 968, horvever, was to be the high point of the Nordair's DC-4
f leet ,  indced of  i ts  p iston f leet  general ly .  With the introduct ion of jet
cquipnrcnt in the fomr ofthe Bocing 737 which took over the scheduled
sewices, by Dccember 1968 Nordair had two Super Connics or.rt of ser-
vicc and for sale, rvith a third already sold, as rvell as thlee DC-4s and
thrce DC-3s also out  of  serv icc and lor  sale.  One SuperConnie was st i l l
in  use on the northem scrv iccs and took over l lorn t l re DC-4 on thc wcck-
Iy Montreal  to Gleat  Whale route,  which brouglr t  an end lo Nordair 's  use
of thc DC-4 on scl.redulcd scrvrccs.

The one exccpt ion to th is d isposal  of thc rn ighty i r is ton f leet
was that  hardy vcleran DC-4 CF- lQM, which Nordair  rcta incd in scrv icc,
was now used solely lbr clrarter work. lt rvas dcploycd flying supplics to
nat ive v i l lagos and expk)rat ion s i tes,  such as thc run f lont  Monlrcal  to thc
I"a lconbr idge Nickcl  Mine at  Raglan Lakc in nort l lern Qucbcc on
Fcbruary l0 1970. f l ight  t inre of5 hours 40 nr inutrrs.  landir rg on the icc
str iyr  at  thc nr inc.  I t  a lso supported t l tc  ncw Bocirrg 737 f lect ,  for  exarnple
rvlrcrr it llew a spare engirtc to Clharlottctowrt for a 737 rvhich had ovcr-
run the lunway in a snorvstoln]. Ilowcvcr', all good thirrgs nrust corne [o
an cnd,  and going into 1972 IQM's days wi th Nordair  wcrc nuntbcrcd.

Thc ai l l inc had nranagcd to oust  Kcrt ing Aviat ion l iorn thc
govcrnnrcnt 's  icc lcconrraissance cor l t ract ,  ant l  had acclr r i rc t l  two spccia l ly
cotr l igured Lockhecd I i lcct las for  th is ro lc CF-NAY (c/n I  I  I  3)  t lc l ivcrct l
i r r  i \ {a lch 1972 anr l  [ 'F-NAZ (r : /n l l32)  dcl iverct l  i r r  Muy 1972. 

' fhcsc

rcplaced Kcnt ing's DCI-4s ( l [ -KAI)  and C'F-KAI: .  With lhc l lect fas thus
establ ishcd in thc Nort la i r  t lcct .  thc conl l ) lury act ;u i rcd a th i rd a i rc la i i  to
rcplace i ts  last  l )L l - .1 t ' l i - l ( . )Nl .  

' l 'h is  
rvrs arr  L- l t l8C grurc l rasccl  l rorrr

Cal i fornia Airnrot ivc ancl  t lc l ivcrcd to Nort la i r  as CI i -NAX (c/n 2010) on
Sclr tenrbcr l2 1912. L in l ikc ' thc ot l tcr  t rvo l : lcctras,  rvhich w'crc l i r l ly  con-
f igulcd as survey ai rcral i ,  Cl ' -NAX was a s(arr t la ld t ransport  a i rcral i ,  and
as soon as i t  was dcl ivercd.  Skyrnastcr  CIr- lQM was wi t l rdrawn l l .onr scr-
v ice and parkcd at  Muntrcal .  l t  r l i t l  havc i ts  C ol 'A Lerrewct l  o l t  (Jctober

22 1972, whcn i ts  tota l  t inrc had incrcasot l  to 35,154 l rours,  but  i t  ncvcr
flew aqain for Nolclair and rvas advcrtiscd for sale.

Pelly Bttv Co-Operutive Douglo.s DC-4 CP'-PBC (Puul Lu.serich)

TIIIi PELIX I}AY T)C-4 AII{ SERVICtr

Before clcscribing CF-lQM's nsxt career nrove, it is ncccssnrl
to set the scene. During thc fiftics lhc northern palt ol'Canada contpriscd
the Nonhwest Terr i tor ies ( the eastern hal f  of  which has s ince bccorne
Nunavut), and the rnuch srnaller Yukon Tcnitory to tlte west. Dotted
througliout those territorics were nulrerous native scttlcrncrrts, nrostly in
coastal  locat ions.  whosc inhabi tants wero dcenied to l re Canadian c i t izens.
Molc uscd to hunt ing and l ishing to prcrv idc for  thernselvcs,  as their
anccstors had done for generations, thcy wcre norv cxl.rcctetl to engage in
industry and cornrrrcrcc and support  t l rerrsclvcs f inancia l ly  l ike al i  othcr
Canadian citizens. This was not an easy task, givcn the retnote and inhos-
pitable location ofthese settlelnents and the few natural resources avail-
able. In fact, the only viable exports werc fish (arctic char being highly
prizcd in the populated cities) and native afts and crafts produced in the
settlements, paintings, can'ings and such like, for wlrich llrere was a cou-
siderable markct in the rest ofCanada and beyond. Getting tliese cxports
to nlarket, given the vast distances involved, was always going to be a
chal lcnge for  lhesc cornrnuni t ies.

To engage in this busrness, the native people in each settlement
fonned tlicrnselves into co-operatives, which all becarne part of a Co-
opcrative Federation. One of the most successful of these was tlie
Koomiut Co-Op Association at Pelly Bay, rvhich became the only co-op
to own and operate its owu aircraft. Pelly Bay (since renaured Kugaaruk)
was also one of the most remote settlements, sorne one thousand miles

Mine in norlhern Quebec in l?ebruary 1970. (RctLtert Bogash)

radar stat ion ant l  bad i ts  own airst r ip,  a lbci t  a sonrewhat rough and rcady
onc. gravel in surnrner and frozcn over in winter. Already two C-46s had
nrct  t l re i r  cnd thcle on DtW Line f l ights,  nar le ly Fly ing Tiger L ine's
N9995F (c/n 22409) on March l t i  195(r  and Whcelcr  Air l incs '  CF- l l tQ
(c/n 448) on March l5 1960.

In any event,  thc Pcl ly  t lay Co-Op dccidcd they would havc
thci l  own aircraf t  to cngagc in comnrcrcc.  as was cvident ly  cxpoctcd of
therrr by the govcrilureut. lo assis( thern with this opclation tlrcy turncd
to Wi l iy  Lascr ich,  who was to becotne onc o1' the country 's  nrost  fzunous
aviators and a lcgcnd in thc 'Clanacl ian north.  thanks to lhe support  he pro-
v i tJcd to Atct ic  cornnruui t ies.  l lorn in ( ie lntany in I912,  hc carne tcr
Canada at  the agc of  19,  ancl  by thc s ixt ies had cstabl ishocl  a f ly ing serv ice
ir t  ( 'antbl idgc Llay.  at to lhcr  t tat ivc Arct ic  sct t lcr) rcnt  350 rr r i lcs t ( r  lhc wcst
ol - I 'e l ly  [3ay.  I l is  rccornrncrtdat ion to thc Co-Op was a IX]- . l ,  ancl  l r t '
suurccd a sLr i tablc nrachinc rvhic l r  rvas or ig inal ly  a I 'a t r  Arrrcr ican ai rc la l i ,
la t t ' r ' l lorvn by Japan Air  Lrncs arrr l  l ' i r r l ippinc Air  L ines,  bcl i r le bci r rg
lcturncd to t l re [Jni ted States.  I t  was rcgistcred to Wi l ly  Lascr ich (who
was to opcrate i t  on t rchal f  of  the ( lo-Op) as CF- l , l lC (c/n l  ( )29(r)  on . lunc
3 1971. I t  was pickcd up at  Oshkosh that  day and f lown to Idrnonlon,
with the I'jl lC part of the rcgistration standing for I'elly Bay Co-Op.

Al icr  conduct ing a chcck-out  on thc DC-4 wi th a f 'ac i f ic
Wcstern check pi lo l  at  thc I r rdustr ia l  Airport  in Edmonton,  Wi l ly  Laser ich
arrc l  h is crcu'  sct  cf f  aboard CIr- l ' l l ( l  on i ts  i le l ivcr \ /  f i ig l ; t ,  r ' r ;ut ; r rg t l
Ycl lowkni l 'c ,  Sheppard's Bay and t l ien arr iv ing at  Pcl ly  Bay on July 20
1971, whcrc they wcrc cnthusiast ical ly  grcetecl  by thc cnt i rc sct t lcntcnt .
'l 'hc (io-Op was in busincss. rvith thc DC-4 flying its products to thcir nrar'-
kcts and lc turning wi t l r  nruch rrccded suppl ics.  As onc crewman
cxplained,  " f )ur  nr : r in l )y ing corrs istcd of  supply ing thc Uskirno set t lc-
nrcrr ts wi t l r  l i re l  (d iescl  and gasol inc) ,  which wc pickcd up in Resolute
IJay. Latcr on we cstablishcd a fish plarrt in Pelly llay and transporlcd arc-
t ic  char to Ycl lowkni l . : ,  Winnipcg and ot l tcr  c i t ics.  On thc rcturn f l ig l r t  wc
transported groceries antl nrachinery and also passengors into thc settlc-
nrents." Willy Lascrich established a govcnunent-approved lrlaintenance
base at  Pcl ly  Bay whcre they carr ied oul  most  of  thci r  nraintcnance and
repairs. "Wc acconrplishcd something other carricrs had never done fly-
ing and rra inta in ing a DC-4 in thc I  I igh Arct ic  in ternpcraturcs way below
nr inus 30 to 50 dcgrees Cels ius.  With the help of  our Lskimo people,
which rve trained as ground crcw, wo werc ablc to I'ly ycar round."

All weul well rvith the opcration for thc ncxt fllicen nronths,
unt i l  d isaster  st ruck on Oclober 21 1972 whcn CF-PIIC was landing at
Pelly Bay, on a cold wintry day with an ovcrcast sky. The flight was fiorn
Resolutc Ilay to Pelly Bay with Captain Laserich in commirnd. During thc
flight the windshield iced up, and on landing the lcft wheel caught in deep
drifting snow ancl tunretl thc aircrali offtlrc runu'ay into snowbanks and
rocks at the edge of the strip, causing the nose gear to collapsc. Thc darn-
age could have beeu rcpaired, but at such a rcmotc location it was going
to be di f l lcu) t  and cxpensivc.  CF-PBC was al ready a high-t ime rnacl t inc

Still .sporting lrcr earlier Nordair cheatline, Slq,nutster CF-IQM during
her .service with ll/il11' Laserich at IbllowkniJ'c. (Sean Keating)

Nonlttir Sk)'master CF-lQlvl during a nis'irtr lo the Falunbridge Nickel



with 47,000 hours on the airframe. It was decided to abandon the aircraft
and acquire a replacement. CF-PBC was destined to languish at Pelly Bay
for many years, being gradually reduced to spares and broken up.

It didn't take Willy Laserich long to source a replacement.
Dorrglas C-54A Skyrnaster CF-QIX (cln 7476) was sitting unused at
Edmonton Airport, having previously been operated by KierAir Transport
and Air  Commonweal th.  A deal  was quickly done and by Bi l l  of  Sale
dated November 13 1972, only three weeks af ter 'PBC had come to gr ief ,

CF-QIX was sold to the Koomiut Co-Operative Association for $42,000,
much less than the cost  of  repair ing 'PBC. The'new'DC-4 was also a
lower- t ime machine,  wi th 37,844 hours on the ai r f rame at  the t ime of  pur-
chase. It was flown frorn Edmonton to Pelly Bay to resurne operatirrns
from where CF-PBCI had left off.

An ir.nportant change in the ownership of the aircraft was
decided upon, whioh rvas b have unfbreseen repercussions.  The Pel ly
Bay/Koonriut Co-Op off'ered to sell the DC-4 at cost to the federation of'
co-ops,  rvhich was cal led the Canadian Arct ic  Co-Operat ive Federat ion
Ltd. ,  so that  i t  woulc l  be avai lable to a wider group of  co-ops.  This of fcr
was accepted and CF-QIX transf'erred to the Canadian Arctic Co-
Operative Federation by Bi ll of sale of November 28 1972. It was repaint-
ed into a revisccl colour scheme from its previous operator, a red cheat line
with a th in b lack l ine undemeath and was given Co-Op l rederat ion NWT
roof titles. It entered service on the same tasks as 'PBC had carried out
and f'lew 765 hours during the first year of operation, up to Novcrnber
1973. Dur ing that  year 'QIX made regular  f l ights to Pel ly  Bay and
Repulsc Ray.  I t  a lso l lew to Coppennine,  Holman, I lankin In let ,
Chestcr f ic ld In lct ,  Ig lool ik ,  I lsk i rno Point ,  Cambridge Bay,  Gr ise Fjord,
Sach's Harbour and Saniqi luaq wi th a wide var iety of  food,  fuel ,  equip-
mcnt,  bui ld ing suppl ies and vchic les going in,  and carv ings,  furs,  f ish and
mcat going out .  Much takcn wi th the bene l l ts  of l t rcd by aviat ion,  the
Fecleration also accluired a Cessna I 80.

At this stage, however, the enterpnse fcll victim to northern
pol i t ics,  wi th Wi l ly  Lascr ich cmbroi let l  in  thc ni iddlc o l ' i t .  Thc DC-4,  as
well as bcing vcry uscful, was a sourcc of grcat pride to the Co-Op
Federation and the native Inuit pcoplc. Owning and operating this inrprcs-
s ive machine was ofgreat  symbohc s igni f icancc to thom -  they had once
considered the white man's ability to fly a n.ragical powcr. They were,
Irowever, lacing enonrous obstacles in keeping the DCI-4 in the air. They
had no liccncc, and so coLrld not charter the aircraft, but only fly the Co-
Op's own f re ight .  Also.  thc tcrr i tor ia l  bureaucrats (whi tc rncn) d id not
agree with the Co-Op flying its own aircrall, and put pressure on the Co-
Op by withholding governnlent firnding, which the Co-Op needed to sur-
vive. The Co-Op Federation persevered for a ycar, but eventually suc-
cumbetl to thc governmont prcssrtre and the ir opcration of thc DC-4 came
lo an end in November 1973. CF-QIX rvas parkcd at  Pel ly  Bay,  a longsi t le
tlte wreck o{'CF-PIIC, the situation not looking kro gootl.

Wi l ly  t ,aser ioh,  however,  was not  about kr  be done down by
the governnlent bureaucrats, antl clecitlcd he rvould have to start his own
DCi-4 operation to supply the needs ol'lhc co-operativcs antl for general
charter work. In the wccks lcading up to the grounrling of CIF-QIX, he had
been on the lookout lbr  a sui table machinc ancl  h is at tent ions had la l len on
CF-IQM, then parked at Montreal-Dorval and up for sale with Nordair. A
dcal  was stnrck,  and by Bi l l  of  Sale dated November 2 1973 the ai rcraf t
was transferred froni Nordair to Adolph William Laserich, with CF-IQM
being registered to him a few days later. l 'he airliner came with a consid-
erable holding of DC-4 spares, which Nordair no longer needed as they
had ceased to operate the type. CF-IQM had been parked in a hangar at
Dorval for over a year since Nordair had stopped flying it in October
19'72.  " l l  was fu l l  ofsquirre ls and bi rds nests and 'what have you' ,  and i t
took us quite a while to find out where they all were. It was in a hangar
covered with plastic hanging down over it to keep the dust out."

WILLY "Tf IE BANDIT" LASERICH

CF-IQM was flown to its new base at Yellowknife and re-reg-
istered to Willy Laserich's company Altair Leasing Ltd. It retained its
basic Nordair  colour scheme ofblue cheat l ine and ta i l ,  wi thout  any t i t les.

I)orrgltts C-51A Skt,mu.stt:r C-FQLY sytrtint Co-Op I"ctlerution NLYT'
titling ot ll/innipeg. (John Kinfierlet,)

I t  was dest ined to l ly  throughout the Canadian Arct ic  for  Wi l ly  Laser ic l t
l i r r  thc ncxt  s ix ycars,  but  they woul t l  in  many respects be t l t l l icu l t  years.
' fhere 

were a number of  issues,  chief  among thern being that  nei ther Mr
Laser ich nor h is conrpany Al ta i r  had the necessary l icences to operate an
unrestrictetl chartcr service wliich the govcrnment thought they shotrltl
have.  This,  coLrpled wi th Wi l ly 's  d isdain for  bureaucracy and his desire to
achicve fbr the nofihcm pcople what thcy neecled, was bound to lead to
trouble,  and i t  wasn' t  long in corning.  Much ol ' i t  was caused by other
northern operators, angered by the fact that l,ascrich was fieighting with-
out  the required l icences in cornpet i t ic ln wi th thenr.

Much of  IQM's work consistcd o1' l ly ing hle l  to Arct ic  com-
muni t ics.  Wi l ly  at tenrptcd to c i rcunlvent  thc l icence reclu i renrcnt ,  as many
others have done bet i r re ant l  s ince,  by buying thc tuel  h imsel l 'and sel l ing
i t  on arr ival  at  i ts  dest inal ion,  thus argrr ing that  he was only l ly ing his own
cargo.  l le  t l id  th is a lso wi th other types of  f rc ight ,  and maintained that
Al ta i r  was rnure of  a t rading conrpany than a conrmercia l  a i r l ine.  l lc  l lew
lirel an<l cargo not only tbr thc Pclly Bay ancl other Clo-f)ps, but also lbr
rn in ing corrpanics and othcr customers.  l le  rvas takcn to court  by the gov-
ernment for  a l lcgedly l ly ing wi thout  the required l iccnces,  and over the
years there would be a "war of attrition" bctwcen hirn antl the arrthorities
over h is operat ion,  rv i th constant  prosecut ions and appeals.

Al l  the whi le,  thc hard-working CF- lQM l lew on,  and at  the
sanrc t i r r re as expcr iencing thcse legal  d i l lcul t ies,  Wi l ly  Laser ich 's repu-
tation in lh: nortlt grerv to legcnCar-y,propr-rrl.ions. As rvcluld lii ',cr bc,,,.,rit-
ten about hirn, "Branded an outlaw by the govcrnrnent, adoretl by the
communit ies he scrved,  there was no pi lot  qui le l ike Adolph Wi l l ianr
"Wrlly" I-aserich even in the rich annals o1'Northern aviation history. You
can' t  be a mi ld charactcred guy in the North whcn you're doing pionccr
rvork,  said a l i ienr l .  Yt l r  do what you have to t lo.  FIe was duing i t  lbr  t l te
good ol 'o lhcr  pcople.  As nruch as Laser ic l i  was a hero to the poople of the
I I igh Arct ic  where he di r l  rnost  of  h is l ly ing,  he was v iervcd as a constant
t roublenrakcr by l 'ederal  a i r  t ransport  author i l ies.  l {e racked up hunt l reds
ol 'charges -  l )y ing wi thoLrt  a cornnrerc ia l  I icencc and operat i r rg l ionr  an
tunl icensed base chief  anrong them, plus nrrnrcrous others,  poin l lcss and
sntal l .  I Ie was grount let l  several  t imes,  rnuclr  to the protest  of  communi-
ties such as Carnbridge tlay, Gjoa Ilaven and Pelly Bay, that dependetl on
him lor supplies, ftrel and medevac services. Ilis constant legal troubles
prompted hinr  to nanre hi r rsel f  and his crew Wi l ly 's  l landi ts."

When Wi l ly  Laser ich had bought IQM in Novenber 1971, i ts
tota l  t ime hat l  been 35,354 hours.  At  i ts  C o1'A renewal  in October 1978,
l'ive years later, this had risen to 36,499 hours, a modest average annual
ut i l isat ion of230 hours.  Clear ly a l l  the legal  d i f l icu l t ies were restr ic t ing
a profitable operation. The aircrali was also facing an expensive overhaul
the following year, to comply rvith new maintenance procedures, and
these problems caused Willy l-aserich to cease operations with the DC-4
in December 1978. CIr- lQM was parked at  Yel lowkni fe for  the next  s ix
months. An attempt was made to re-start operations under a new name of
Co l interpr ises Ltd.  On June I  1979 a lease was s igned f rorn Al ta i r
I -easing to Go Enterpr ises,  an( l  IQM star ted f ly ing again on July I  1979.
It was to be a short-lived operation, however, as the Skyrnaster was
detained by the authorities on August 15, and the lease b Co Enterprises
was terminated. Permission was given, though, for a ferry flight liom
Yellowknife to lldmonton on August 22 1979, fbllowing which IQM was
parked on tlie ramp at the downtown Industrial Airport, still sporting small
Go Enterprises titles. There it was seized by the local sheriff and held
against unpaid debts. CF-IQM's days as the "outlaw DC-4 of the North"
were over, but this was certainly not the end ofthe road for this trail-blaz-
ing buccaneer.

The conch.rding part of the flying career of this amazing aircraft will be
charted in the next issue of "Propliner".

CF-IQM in storoge at lldmonton carryting e aafl 'Go Enterprise'titles on
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conclude their account of the remarkable adventures of a veteran Douglas Skymaster
that remains operational to this day with the legendary Buffalo Airways

Wc l c l i  l ) oug las  ( ' - , 54 ( i  Skyn r r s l c r . ( l l r - l ( JN I  g r1 )un ( l c ( l  u t  l t t l l non ton ' s
I r r t l r r s t r i l l  A i r p t i r t  s c i zc r l  bv  t hc  l oc i r l  s l r c r i l l ' i n  l i c r r  o l ' t r np i r i t l  h i l l s .  l r i r v i ng
hcc r i  l r i t t c i l , r ' l l ow r r  b i ' \ \ ' i J l j ' l . , r se r . r t l r .  S te l r r r r g l _v  l r r pe r l u rbc t l  I r _ \ ' : c cc r r l
cvents,  thc i r lenrcssib lc l -ascl ic l r  was soon back i r r  the ai l  wi th anot l rer '
l i r r r rous 'propl incr '  in  tht-  I i r t  nr  o l 'a TJSAF I)orrg l ls  Cl-  |  l iJA.  N4canwhi lc ,
Skyntastcr  Cl f r - lQM woLr ld rct r ra in a lcature at  lJdrrrouton l i r r  scvclr l  r t rorc
rrrorr ths bclbrc hcing l rouglr t  by rnolhcr  opLrrr{o[ ,  rv l ro wrruld p l r rcc hcr '
back in thc ai r  lo l  ar t  cn( i rc i1,r icw rolc.

THt '  DC-6 IN SI iR.VICE \ \ / I1 ' I I  WII , I ,Y I ,ASIIRICII

As his DC'-4 opcl i r t ion I l r t l  nrr r  i r r to tnrLrblc,  Wi l ly  l -ascr ic l r
sought t r r  gct  going i tgain wi th ncw ct lu iprrcnl ,  upgr.at l ing to a [ )ouglas
tXl-6.  l larn i l ton Avi l t ion o{ ' l i rcson,  Ar izorra,  had acqrr i lcd a l i r r rnct '
LJSAlr  ( ' - l  l l l  l i r rm thc ncar ' t ry  boncyalr l  at  l )avis-Monthan - l  

h is was ta i l
nu rube r  i J l i 29  ( c / n  43 -576 ) ,  wh ie  h  t hcy  l r ad  l eg i s t c r c t l  N99 l l 0 .
l t reviously l lown th loughout i ts  nr l i ta ly cal .cer  as a VC-l l8A, as a panl-
pc.red Vl l ' rnachinc thc ai rc l i r l i  rc ta incd i ts  h ighly pol ishcd r lc ta l  srr r ' laccs.
and on thc lb lwart l  l i rsc lagc bclr ind t l rc  coe k l t i t  wiur lorvs thc f lags ol ' thc
sixty nat ions i t  had v is i tc( l  wlr i lc  in I ISAF scrv icc.  I ior  sorrrc re i rson l lo l
err( i re l , r '  c lcar ,  Harrr i l ton Aviat iorr  I rat l  l i r r lhcr  crrrbcl l ishcd thc i r i rcr t l i 's  I i r , -
c r y r v i t l r t hcad t l i t i ono faco lou r f u l r r r L r ra l on thc l o r ve r  l b r r v t l t l l l s c i agc .
dcpict ing a s lagccoach gal l r ry i r rg t l r rough lhc c lout ls .  p i lote-d bv two gog-
gled leathcr ' -cappcd charactels.  Cl iv i l ianiscd as a DC-6A, N99-1-10 was
sold toArnic Carncgic t {o ld ings of  l - t lnronton,  who addcd a red c l rcat  l i r rc
and ta i l  wi t i r  a r r rapi t -  lcaf  l t rgo,  and in t l r rs guisr .  i t  u.as rcgistcrcd C'-
Ci t ,EG. Thq resul t  o1 'a l l  th is ar t is t ry was to creatc a t lu ly s l tectacular  look-
ing l ly ing nrachinc.

Whatever Mr Carncgie had intcnded fbr  thc ai lc la l t  fa i led to
nrater ia l isc,  and i t  sal  at  thc Edmonton Ai{rnr t  ou1 of  serv ice.  And so did
Skyrnaster  CF- lQM, unavai latr le lbr  usc as i t  was saddlcd wi t l r  de bt .  Thc
avai labi l i ty  ofsuch a { lne DC-6 quickly led to another dcal  bcing struck.
CI i - lQNt was ol lercr l  in  part  exchangc l i r  Ihc DC-6.  but  ur) l i ) f tunat ! - ly  th is
sale could not  ptocecd due to thc nrany l icns rcgistered agarnst  t l re
Skyrnasler .  Neverthcless,  funr ls lvcre forrr t i  anr l  a fcrv r l r -cks al ler  Cio
Lntelpr ises had i ts  Skynraster  inrgroundcd. UC-64 C-Gt ' l r ( i  n 'as regis-
tered to Go Err lcrpr iscs in Scptcrrbcr  1979 arrd crr tcrcd scrv icc f ronr i ls
r tew base at  Yel lorvkt t i { -c.

IIEADING PIIOTOGIIAPII: Douglus C--54G Sbntuster C-ltlQllt run-
ttittg up lrer Prult & Il' lrilttc_\".rvirt Ilinp tddidls ()n tlrc rutnlt ut ('ttlgar.t.,

AIberta, resplettdent in her drannlic Kettn Borelt Air liren'. (A. .). llickey)

I ) r ' i r r rc custuntcr  f r l r  the DC-6A wirs f )ornc l ,c t ru leLrrn,  i r t  sul t -
port  of  i ts  I lc i r r r f i r r l  Sca contracls.  Thc ai rcral i  l rat r lc t l  groccr ics ant l  sup-
pl ics 1 ' ' r ' : ' r  Ycl lou ' l r r i f 'c  lo fLr l . toy, i rk tLr l< l i r r  I l ;c  o l l ishorc o i l  l igs.  1 ' l r is
act iv i t ) 'cont inuct l  for  a ycar,  unt i l  an enginc f t i lcd and thcre was no
r)roncy ro lcplacc i l .  

' l 'hc 
I )Cl-6A bccanre grount ic t l  at  Ycl lorvkni lc ,  u.hcrc

i t  r l ' : rs  tu lcrnain parkcd lb l  ycars drre to i ts  involvernent in nurrrcrous court
cascs,  as conrpet ing crcdi tors argucd ovcr thc pr ior i ty  of t l rc i l  c la ints.  I t
c lcr i lual ly  rcvcr tcd 1o Oarrrcgic Holdings,  w'ho i l r  l t ' lay 1Q87 sold i t  to
Nort i rern Air  Clargo ofAnchoragc,  revcl t ing now to N99330 and fcrr  rnany
subst-r lucnt  yca rs I ly ing t  hroughout A lasl ia as part  o I  Northet  n A i r  Calgo's
largc l )C-6 l lect .

l 'he lat ter  cpisot lc  cnded Wi l ly  l .ascr ich 's involvenrcnt  u ' i t l i
I rcavy piston-errgtncci  a i rcraf t .  I le  wcnt  on to l i r r rn At l l l r i r  Aviat ion,  a suc-
ccsslirl ail taxi and chilrter cornpany with birscs in Ycllowknife and
Canrbndgc- t lay.  Wi l ly  Passed i l \ \ ' i ry  i : r  Novcrrr t rcr  2007 al tcr  a c l lcer  in
aviat ion l ike fcw othcrs.

I ' I ] t ,LY l ] r \ \ 'DC-. l  Al l l  SI IRVICtr  -  1- l l I  FINALIT

When thc Pel ly  l lay Co-Op's own DC-4 6 '1;-QIX had l recn
glorrndct l  i r r  l )cccrrrbcr  1973, Wi l ly  Lasor ich took ovcr rv i th h is Skynr i rstcr
CF- lQIv l ,  tak ing care ol  the Co-Op's a i r  t ransport  nccds.  In r \ugust  1976,
CI'-QlX had becn l'crried t'r'onr Pclly IJay to Winnipcg for continuccl stor-
agc.  Whcn i t  bccanrc c lear iu nr id-1978 that  Wi l ly  Laser ich 's opcrat ion
was i tsel f running into t roublc and ur ig l r t  not  surv ive,  the Co-Op dccidcd
to resLlr rect  thci r  own nrachine,  to ensure that  they rvould cont inuc to havc
air  t ransport  avar lable t r )  thel l r .  They tunted to Aelo Tradcs (Westem)
Ltd. ,  an exist ing DC-4 opcrator  bascd at  Winnrpeg, who agrecd to opcratc
CF-QlX for  thc Co-Op.
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Sturlvanl :ida vit:tt'o/ lht.rlturning n'ork of urt u<ktnring [\tuglu: l)('6:l (

On July 20 1971. l  a one-ycar lcasc of  'QIX was s igncd fnrnr  the
Co-Op to Aer-o ' l  radcs (Wcstem),  and thc DL'-4 becar le operal ional  i rgain.
I lowevcr,  the lease hacl  to be terrn inatet l  ear l l ,wl ien an engine la i led,  and
on Mlrch t  tOt ,  1 '1:-QIX rvas ferr iet l  f rorn \Vinnipeg to Fr lnrorr ton for
repair .  I t  u,as rcgistcrcd 1o Acro l lades (Western) Ltc l . ,  on Apr i l  J  l ( )79,
anr l  resLrrnct l  operat i t rns on hehal l  of  the ( io-Op. Urr l i r r tLrrratc ly,  lh is
pnrvcr l  lo  be a s l ror t - l ivrd opcrat ion.  On June I  I  979,  'QIX l rat l . just  t rken
ol i '1 ionr ' l 'honrpson, Mani toba,  carry ing a cargo of  steel  to Winnlpcg.  An
cngine f i re eruptcd just  af tcr  departure,  wi th t l ie  a i rcral l  n l rk ing l rn i rnrrc-
diatc retr r rn to Thompson Airport ,  lant l ing sal 'c ly  l tnt l  taxying of ' l - thc r r ra in
nrnway. Al l  t l r rcc crew rncnrbcrs evacuater i  the ai lcra l '1,  bLt t  thc a j tport  t ' i re
crcw s 'e le r rnablc to cxt inguish the blaze.  ' l l te  

c i ly 's  l i re t lcpart r r rcnl
resp()ndcd,  but  mn out  of  rvatcr  l rc l i r rc the t i rc  wrs 0ut .  

' l  
l te  o ld [ )C]-r l  rvas

conslr rnct l  by the rn lerno.  I1 rvrs a s:r r l  ent l  lo  t l rc-  " l ,c l ly  [ ]av IXI- . I  Ai r

, r ' F , 4 , ,
' l. ' '4ll{rli;t

-(lf ' l l l) ut l.:( lut())tk)n itrt irt,g /919. (, lt, iutit)tt Lt,!ter Plntt,. ltrt ' i t  r)

Serv icc" ,  u ,h re l r  had nrn  l i r r  e ig l r t  ycars  in  var i r tus  l i r ln ts  a r ld  [ ) tc r l l l c

sornc t l r i t tg  o l 'an  ins t i t r r l ion  l i r l  the  na t ivc  pcop lc  o l  t l ) c  Nor th .  I ' l t c  Scrv icc

I rad  l i te la l l y  and l igur -a t i ve ly  "c rashed an t l  bLr rned" .

A r i r {o tJN I  oN ( 'or{ t ' ( ) t t r { I l (  )N ACQU t  t i l ls  SKY M ASl 'Et{

Ttr  te l t r rn (o our n i r i in  st rb jcct ,  Skynlr : - tcr  ( 'F l ( )N{ I t r t l  bect t
lc ' r r ic t l  l ior t r  Ycl lorvkni l t  to l rdrrrorr(o l r  on Augrrst  22 1919, rv l tcrc i t  sa( .
i r r t l . torrr t t le t l  hy the Sher i l ) 'against  unpair l  debts.  I )ut  up l i r r  salc,  lhc a i r -
cul i  wls eventrra l ly  sol( l  by thc Sher i l l 'by l l i l l  o l 'Salc datet l  Decembcr |8
1980 to Aero lJnion C'orpor i t t ion ol 'Clh ico,  C'a l i l t l r r r ra,  I i r r  t l te sun of '
$76,000.  With a l ' lcet  o l  l5 l )oLrgl i rs  DC zls,  Aero IJrr ion rvas one ol ' lhe
nrain rc l i l r l  f i re- l ight ing cornpanics in t l r r :  L ln i rer l  St l r tcs.  

' l 'hey 
rr 'servct l

rcgist f i l l ion N4l l  I l lS fbr  thci r  n*v acquis i t ion ant l  receivcr l  a lerry pcrnl i t
l i r r  t l r c  a i r r : r a l i  l i r r  a  l l r g l r t  I h rn r  l r t l ' non lo r r  1o  (  l r i eo  o r r . l r n r r r t v . l 0  I ( )S l
N; l2 lES rvts l i r rmal ly  fe l i is terrd to Aero [Jnion on Apnl  2.1 l9 l i l .

AI icr  arr ival  at  Chico,  t l re Skynrastcr  rv i rs parkcd i rn( i  even
lhree yerrrs l i r lcr  \ \ , i ls  s l i l l  s i t l i r )B lhcre spor l ing i ts  basjc Norcla i r  cokrrr r
scJrr 'nre.  Ovr ' r  lht -  u ' in ler  o l ' l ( )8J, /114,  i t  rvas convr ' r ter i  by Aero Unir ln at
f  h ico to l i re- t rornbrng conl igurxt ion,  rv i th r  largc rrnt lcr- fuselagc prnnier
being l i t ted t ( )g€ther rv i th eye-blorv cockpi t  windo\vs.  I t  was paintc( l  in
the contemporary company l ivery of  rvhi tc roof ,  red chcat  l i r )e an( l  n i i tur ' -
x l  rnetal  lower l i rsehge, wi th un i r l l  red ta i l  d isplaying thc nLrnrber l11 in
l l rge rv l t i te let te ls.  As cal ls ign "Tirnker-  18",  i t  would l )y  as part  o l 'Ae ro
IJnion's Iarge Dt l -4 l lcct  on f i re srrppressio l l  work.

Al though baset l  at  C'hrco,  and parket l  t l tcre dul ing t l tc  rv inter
nronths,  thc D{)-4s deployed to I l re bases throughorr t  the wcstcfn Uni ted

Sk.ynmster N42|85,still ,rporting her bnsit Norrloir Iivery in.slore ut Chk:o
uvt'triling (trlt't 'r'.sion to lunker .tlo!t.r yy,ith Atro LJnittrt. (lV.1l')

(Kurl lltvt'.s)Nou, int t i r fnkerconf igt t ru| ion,Sl<ymiSIerC' l ; - lQMha.sbecontaN1J|8SV' i | I | ,1enL]nion,uni



States to fight forcst fires during the sunrmer fire season. N42185 was
cngaged on th is tasking for  the summers of  1985, '86 and '87.  Howevcr,
by th is stage Aero Union was in the process of  acquir ing Lockheed P-2
Neptunes as rcplacemcnts for  the DC-4s.  1 'hey had nine Neptunes by the
I  987 sumrner '  f i re season. and at  the end of  that  season a sale of  N42 I  8S
was negotiated, leading to the aircraft returniug to Cauada to fly witlr
Kenn Borck Air of Calgaryr, Alberta.

ANTARCTIC ADVENTURES

Kenn Borek Air  was a conrpany nrorc noted lbr  i ts  DI IC-6
Twin Ottcr operations, and had never before flown a DC-4. lt was tlle
world's largest Twin Otter operator, with a fleet of twclve aircraft in I 98 7.
I t  was.  howcver.  thc a i r l inc 's Twin Ottcr  cor lnect iou which caused i t  to
bcconre involved wi th the DC-4.

Up to this point, only governrrents hacl the lunds and resoulccs
to carry out cxploration activities iu the Antarctic. For somc years a
Vancouver-bascd company cal led AdvcntLrre Network Intcrnat ional  (ANI)
had becn carry ing out  exploratory t r ips lo Antarct ica,  rv i th a v icw l r )  r r l lc i l -
ing i t  up to pr ivate indiv iduals at  an af tb l r lable cost .  ANI had charte lcd a
Twin Ottcr tiom Kenn Ilorek Air to carry out test flights:urd had tliscov-
ered an ice f ic ld set  anrong the Patr iot  I l i l ls  in Autalct ica,  which was
usablc as atr  a i r f ie l t l .  I t  was fcasib lc to usc th is a i r ' f ic ld as a leecpl iorr  cen-
l rc lbr  pa.sscngels arrd l ic ight ,  rvho would I )y thcrc on l  lorrg-rangc r i rcra l i
f rorn Punta Alenas in Clhi lc ,  and who rvould thcn bc { lorvn to b:rsc carrrps
around thc Antarct ic  Cont inent  using ski -cc lu ipyrcd Twin Ottcrs.  Thesc
l l ights could only takc placc dur ing thc Austra l  sun)r1rcr ,  basical ly
Novcmbcr througl i  to Fcbruary.  ANI p larrncd to s lar l  conlr )erc ia l  opcra-
t ious to n ntarct ica on . lanuary I  1988 wi th a DC-4.  rvhich was judged (he

idcal aircraft lbr thc task. Although a llight fronr I)unta Arcnas to l)at.riot
I ' I i l ls  would take elevcn I rours,  a DC-4 had the rangc for  th is,  and could
carry 8,000 pounds ofconrncl 'c ia l  payl( )ad,  evcn nrore i l 'a  rcfucl l ing stop
rvas madc at  King Georgc Is l i rnd.

ANI selcctccl  Antalct ic  Airu,ays as the t ra( l iug narnc of  i ts  a i r ' -
craft division, and as it was going to charter tlrc trvo 

'l-win 
Ottcrs front

Kenn Ilorck Air, askccl thc corrpany to providc thc contpletc aviation
packagc.  Kenn BorckAir  s lar ted looking for  a sui table a i rcraf t ,  and lbund
N42 l l ts  to bc f r r r  salc by Aero LJnion.  

' lenns 
wcrc agreed, and a spccia l

purposc corrr l lar ly  was fo l rnecl ,  Kcnn l iorck Air  Inc. .  of  Scat t le,  to whorn
N42l l ts  was duly rcgis lcrct l  on Octol rcr  22 l ( )87.  I t  crntc rv i t l r t l r r t  t l rc
undcr-lirsclagc retardant tiropping equipnrent, whiclt had bccn rcnrovcd,
but otherwisc adorncd in lirll Acro Urtion schenrc, still rctaining nurubcr
I t l  on thc t l i l .  l t  receivcd Alr tarc l ic  Air rvays rcof  t i t les on thc port  s i t lc  and
Adventurc Nctwork Intcrnatronal  on the starboatd s ide,  and a srnal l
'Borek '  and Canadian f lag on the ta i l .  For th is f i rs t  scason i t  wotr l t l  bc
opcrated as N42l8S. Arnong thc modi f icat ions incolporated lor  t l rc  a i r -
craf t 's  chal lenging dut ics ahcad werc the instal lat ion of  long-rangc l i rc l
tanks,  an auxi l iary power uni t  (APU),  sophist icated avionics ant l  naviga-
tiou ecluipnrcnt, and a 20-scat passcngcr interior.

Thc Skymastcr bcgan its lcase to Antarctic Airways early in
Novernber |  987,  and headed south,  aJl  thc way to Punta Arcnas,  thc rnost
southcr ly torvn in Chi lc .  Fronr here i t  ofqsnlgd an in i t ia l  proving f l ight  to
I,atriot Hills on Novernber' 22 198'7. followcd by furthcr flrghts, all of

Resprayed in a livcry dcsigned lo en.tLu'e eu.sy re(:ognitiou in the harsh
Inlernuliottal titling while wnnning her engint'.s ul Culgur;,.

Ildnonlon I[unicipal ort April 3 1989 (Sedn Keutitlg)

*,hich provcd succcssiiri. 
' l 'hc 

two Twin Ottcrs wcrc also fcrricd south,
cnabl ing AN[/Antarct ic  Arrways to star t  cornnlcrc ia l  operat ions as
planncd on January I  1988, thcrcby al lowing i ts  custorners t r r  cxpcr iencc
the del ights of  theAntarct ic  wi lderness in a unique rnanncr.  I t  was also a
ncw expcriencc for thc Skymaster. In its career to date, it had traverscd
the Paci l lc  Ocean and thc cont incntal  LJni lcd Stalcs rv i lh lhc Air  l ;orce,
hat l  crossed t l rc  At lant ic  to Europc,  col lccted nronkeys f iom Af i  ica.  crrss-
crossed thc Arct ic  rv i th sevcla l  c iv i l iarr  opcrators and now, a l icr  i r  s t int
ext inguishing lbrcst  f i r 'cs.  th is vcrsat i lc  rnacl i ine was f ly ing thc lcngth of
thc South Arncr ical l  cont incnt  ar ld dccp into Antarct ica undcrtaking onc of
(hc nlost  c, rc lusive passongci  opcrat ior is  on thc pr lanct ,  Trvch'e l l ights
l loni  Punta Arenas to I 'a t r iot  I l i l ls  and return wcre f lown that  scason.
N42l l is  was noted at  Cuayar lu i l ,  IJcuador,  on Fcbruary 5 l9 lJ8 and at
Mianr i ,  F lor ida,  a few days latcr  on i ts  fetun) to Calgary at  thc cnd ol i ts
f i rs t  scasort  wi th Anlarct ic  Airways.

The DC-4 u 'as re-rcgistcrcd to thc main Kcnn l ]orek Air  conr-
pany on Septclnbcr 2 1 9tifJ, reverting to its original Clanaclian registlatron
of  C- l ' lQM, and as such deployed south to Antarc l ica lbr  i ts  second sca-
son shor l ly  a l lerwards.  I l  passcd through Miami on Octobcr 2 l  1988 en-
route to Punta Arcnas, arrd w.as rcgistcred to ANl, on lcase fronr Kenn
Borck Air ,  ou Novembcr I7 I988.  Dur ing the 1938i89 season i t  operatcd
l l f tccn |orrr rd t r ip f l ights bctwccn Punla Arenas and I )atr iot  I l i l ls ,  and l rav-
ing cr in l )utcd anothcr succcssl i r l  scason had retr r rncJ to Cana( la b,"-
[ ;cbruary l ( ) i i9 .  This rvas to bc thc ]asl  season for  thcAntarct ic  DC-4 as
ANI upgradcd lirr thc ncxt sea.son tn a l)ouglas DLI-(rll, u,ho.sc operation
was contractcd elscwhcfc. The replaccmcnt aircrafi was N4lt{40 (c^r
43525),  which Antarct ic  Air  acquired l iom Zantop on the Novcmber
I 989/Fcbruury I 990 seasr-rn.

CIIAI ,LENGING FUEL T'LIGIITS TO THE AI{C' [ IC

Kenn llorek Ail decided to retain thc Skl,rnastcr as part of its
llcct, and by early April 1989 C-F'IQM had acquircd Kenn Borek Air f'usc-
lagc t i t les,  and was put  into use haul ing lucl  f i -om Calgary to l tesolutc I3ay
in support  of  thc conrpan;"s Twin Otters operat ing in the I I igh Arct ic .
Subsequcut ly,  i t  was used to support  t l rc  company's own operat ions,  and

Antarclit: environnrcnl, Skl,nnstar C-FIQM .show.s ot'l hcr Adventure Network

I
li

ta

A Kenn Borek Air creu' .fires up Sk.vntasler C-lrlQM on the ramp at

(..lrtthony J Hicliey)



for general chafier work rn the Northrvest Territories and the Arctic, jLrst

as rt had been years before by its previous operators.
This use ol ' lQM cont inued for just  under a year,  unt i l  an inci -

c lent  on l r4arch 29 1990, an incident  which wel l  i l lustrates the type o1'11y-
ing undeflaken in the Arctic and the dangers associated with off-airfield
operations. This is a harsh environment for even the most seasoned ofair-
line crervs, and the rugged Skynraster was a populal steed for these gallant
aviators. C-FIQM had been chartered to deliver 50,000 gallons of fuel to
Arctic Circle Lodge on Great Bear Lake in the Northwest Territones. The
lodge owners were instructed to p lough a 5,000' long by 150'rv ide ice
str ip at  the s i te.  Three inches of  snow were to be lef t  on the nlnway sur-
face to improve braking action, and the strip boundaries were to be
nrarked wi th snow-f i l led black bags or  t rces.  C-FIQM was f ly ing the f i rs t
of  several  t r ips wi th th is f 'uel  f iom Rae l -akes.  Roth pi lots rvere highly
experienced in Arctic off'-strip operations, but the overcast conditions at
the s i te madc v isual  asscssment of the snorv-covered landscape di f f icul t .

To quote l ionr  the accidenl  report :  "Pr ior  to Ianding,  the crerv
ci rc lcd the lodge s i te oncc to v isual ly  asscss the runrvay sru ' face concl i t ion.
They notcd that the strip resembled a narrow oval track, approximatcly
one niile liom cnd lo end, and that it was rrnmarked except for trvo yeJlow
pai ls  at  the eastcrn t l l reshol(1.  ' l 'he 

pi lots concurred that  the nlnway crew
had misunderstood the runway preparation instructions. The crew elected
to land on the lef t  t rack of the oval ,  approaching l ronr the east .  At  touch-
down the lc f t  main gear oontacted a l i rur  foot  h igh snowdr i f t  at  the le l t
edge ofthe strip. The aircraft veered lelt and thc nose gear detached. The
aircrali conrc to rest nose down, {100 feet from the kruchdown point and
facing lhe approach end of  the runway. The three crcw mentbers were
uninjured."  [n many ways i t  was a very s i rn i lar  accident  to that  which had
bcfal len the Pel ly  Bay Co-Op DC-4 CIF-PBC, and l ike that  accident ,
although the aircraft rvus repairable, it had suffered st-vere tlantagc antl it
rvas stuck in a very rcrnotc loc:r l ion.

Kenn Borck Air  decided that  they had no longer wis l red to per-
lbrnr DC-4 oper:rtions, and worrkl abandon C-FIQM at the crash site,
a l lowing r l  t r r  s ink in lo thc sunrnrer lhaw. I Iorver.er ,  thr 'C'anadian
( ioverunrcnt 's  environrrent  dcparhnent had other ideas,  and insistet l  that
the ai rcral t  be removed. Accordingly,  thc darnaged Skymasler  receivcd
terrporary repairs on site, and rvas flown back to Calgary at the end of
May I  990,  looking considerahly the worse for  i ts  cxper iencc.  I t  was kt  be
secn on thc ' ranrp at  ( ia lgary dur ing June rv i th the lcgend "YYC or L\rst"
enrblazoned on i ts  rnangl , :d fonvard l i rsc l i rge ("YYCl"  bcing the ai rport
code for Calgary). As Kenn Borek Air had no further use fr>r the aircrali,
and had no intcnt ion of 'spcnding any nrore money on i t ,  C- l . lQM was
donated to the local aviation museum and movetl onto their ramp al
( 'a lgary,  i ts  l )y ing career seerningly at  an end.

RELUCTANT' MTJSEUN{ PIECE

Thc musetrrn at  Calgary is  knorvn as the Aero Space Muserrnt
ol 'Calgary,  and they glatefu l ly  accepte( l  the <ionir t ion o{- the Skymaster i l (
a csrc[ronv hclt] on ()ctober .+ | 990. It tlid not, horvever, have eitlier thc
l rnances or  thc resoulces to 1 lx the ai rcraf t ,  rvhich lemaincd parkecl  in a
sad sta le on the mnseuul 's  ranrp in the nlor) l l rs  t l ra l  fo l lorved.  Despi te oLr l -
rvurt l  i rppcurances,  howeve r ,  thc crreer of ' ' lQM was i rnything l r t r t  over.  As

i t  had done several  t imes in the past ,  i t  rvas about to inter-act  wi th anoth-
er aircraft and be restored to life.

That  ot l rer  a i rcral ,  saviour lbr  the daniaged Skvntaster ,  rvas

DC-3 CIr-BZI lc in I  3448).  Af ier  rvaninre serv ice wi th the [ ]SAAF, i t  f l rs t
f lew in Canada wi th Mar i t ime Central  Airways in 19,15,  ancl  hacl  endet l  t rp
wi th Northrvest  Terr i tor ia l  Airways of  Yel lowkni fc.  In May l97l  i t  had
been danraged landing at  Sonrerset  Is land in the High Arct ic ,  rvhen i ls
undercarr iage col lapsed al icr  st r ik ing a snorvdr i l i ,  by a l l  accounts a com-
mon fate to befall aircraft in northern Canadal After a huge eflbrt by that
rvel l -knou,n ai rcraf t  engineer Ray Cox,  temporary renairs were carr ied out
on s i te,  i ind i t  rvas l lown back to Yel lowkni f -e,  but  i t  never re-enterer l  ser-
vice witli Northwest Territorial. It rvas soltl to "Buffalo Joe" Mc []ryan,
rvho f lew i t  down to I idmonton and placed i t  in to s lorage on a f  an.n,  where
i t  was to lansuis i r  l i r r  sorne vears.

Meluncholic t,it'tt,ol Skynaster C-l'lQM v,ith hcr pcttcltttl up no.se lbl-
lowitte hc,r./i 'rr.1'.flight to ('ulgtr.r' in lvlrty 1990 (Anthonr'.1 Llitkcv)

Ry lVlay l99l  Joe McBryan had l r r r i l t  up his remarkable
I l r t l ' f l lo  Ainvays lo a l lcct  o l 's ix  act ivc D( l - ls ,  ant l  hat l  j r rs t  taken dcl ivery
ofhis l l rs t  [ )orrg las () -54A Skyrnaster  C'- ( j ] 'SFI  (c/n 7458).  Deternr inc( l  1o
cxpxn( l  h ls a i r l ine l i r l ther,  he rcal ised that  the ( 'x lgary nruseun) hacl  a per-
fect ly  goot l  Skymrrster ,  rv l r ic l r  wi t l r  sorrrc work r :oul t l  be rcstorecl  to ser-
v ice,  ant i  rvas. just  s i t l ing ncglccted on thci r  rar .np rv i th l i t t le  real  h istor ical
connect ion wi t l r  $,estc|n Canat ia.  At  t l rc  sarne t inrc,  he hat l  DC-l  C'F-RZl
s i t t ing neglected orr  h is farnr  orr ts idc I ldntonton,  a D( ' -3 which had l lown
in rvestem ( lanirdrr  s ince Novcnrbrr  l9-15 rv i th I t4ar i t i r r r r -  ( 'cntra l  Air t l r rvs
ant l  Nol i l ; rvest  Terr i tor ia l  Ainva,vs,  which had a r ich pedigrce arrd rvould
be a far  l r rore rc lcvant  exhib i t  lbr  the rnuseunr.  [ ) iscussion fo l lowcr l ,  and
in May l99l  a deal  was strLrck,  whcrcby Skymaster C-FIQM rvoul t l  he
cxchangL'( l  for  Dt ' -3 C'F- l lz l

Pent l ing t l re cxcl range, [ ]u l lu lo rvas al tou,ed t t r  carry orr t  rvork
on the Skynraster, in ortler to prepare it to be llown out of Calgary. []y
Septenrber I  99 I  i t  rvas rv i thout  engincs,  which had been renroved and sent
ol f  l i r r  ovcrhrrr r l .  rnd ternporary '  replr i rs  had becn calr ic t l  ( ) l l t  to lhe drnr-
l rge srrst l incd to thc l i rnvart l  t i rselage.  Around th is t ime, IXI-3 CF- l lZI
wi l l t  rv i r rgs rcrrovcd,  rvas torvet l  t lown the hig l ru,ay l i l ru l t lmonton ar t t l
hant ler l  ovr ' r  to 1 l )e n l lscun).  C FIQM \ \ , ls  regis lL-red to I l r r l la lo Air rv i rvs
on Febrrrary 3 I  9()1,  11n11 r i , i t l r  r l l  lbur  engines ref l t tc t l ,  i t  t t r t lk  to t l te l t i r  l i r r

on lhe .snon'-coveretl t lrron nt Red Deer in 2000. (t ' in Karl I 1ttyt,.s)



a lcst  f l ig l r t  on l ie l lntary 2t t ,  I ly i r rg wi t l r  i ts  nosc-gcal  bol tct l  c lou,n ant l  t l re
Inr in gear rc l ractc( i .  A sccond test  f ) ight  on Fcbruar-y 29 u 'as crr l l i r i lc t l  lb l -
Iowing a purnp lh i lurc orr  no.4 engirrc.  arrd thc:r i lcra l ' t  rvas lb lcct l  to rcturn
19 ( ia lgar.y.  I t  cvcrr tual ly  t lcpartcd on Marcl t  I  l ( )92 lxrunt l  lbr ' l \ rcson,
Ar izona, whcrc l l l r r r i l ton Avi l t ion bctan wor 'h o l  a l l  o\ r ' r l laul  o l  thc a i r -
cra{ t  or . r  bc 'hal l  o l ' IJul la lo Airways.

Ti t lc  to DCI-3 ( '1"-BZI was t ransl 'crrcd to thc Aero SPucc
Muscu r r t  o l 'Ca lga ry  by  I l i l l  o1 'Sa le  da ted  Junc  3  1991 .  Thc  r r r uscun ' r
rcstorcd thc DC'-- l  and placcd i t  on c l isplay,  r 'csplcndcnt  in pcr iot l
Northwcst  I 'err i tor ia l  colour sc l rentc.  I (  rcnrains on display to th is day
with t l rc  i ruscur) . ) .

BUI. 'T.-AT,O AII {W\YS MODI' I IN DAY PI0NII I IR

l f  t '  FIQNI had al lcat ly  bccn i r rvolvct l  rv i t l r  onc icorr ic  t igulc o l
Clanat l ian aviat ion in thc l i r r tu o1'Wi l ly  l .ascr ic l r ,  i t  was rrow goi t rg to l rc
i r rvolvct l  rv i th anot l rer  urcat  p ionccr.  " [ ]u l la lo . loc"  N, lc l : ] ryarr  l r i r t l  a lso by
this.s lagc r-s l l rb l ishct l  hrs lcpLt lu l ion us u lcgcnt l l r ry p i lot  o l ' l l tc  Nor lhrvcst
' lc l r  

i tor ics.  arr t l  as thc I l rnrous propr ictor  o l  Uul l i r lo Airwtys.  On th is
occasiorr .  ( ' - l i lQM rvoul t l  11y l i r r  a l i r l ly  l iccnscd ai r l inc.  nnr i  i ts  o l tcrat iorr
rvoul t l  bc dcvoid o1' lhc-  f i r rancia l  dr i rntas whic i r  hud l tcsr . l  i ts  L- i t r l i ! - rycNts.

At  l i rcson.  Cl- l . lQM was l i r l ly  lcpairct l  a l ic l  i ts  accir lcnt  aud
painted i r r to thc s lnal t  grecn arrd rvhi te l ivery o l ' i ts  ncrv owncr Bul lh lo
Airu 'ays.  Calry ing 'Buf l ) r lo Frc jg l r l l incr '  rool ' t i t l i t )g.  Ihc vr- tc l r rn a i r l i r re-r '
u 'as c l r r is tcncd "Arr t i t  Trudtr" ,  ant l  arr ivct l  back at  Yel lowkni lc  rn id-
Mav 1992. cr) lcr i l rg scrv jcc wi th I lu l l i t lo  Air* 'ays on cargo c l rar tcr  rvork
alongsi t lc  thc corr tp lny 's l i rs t  Skynrastcr ,  ( l - ( ;PSII .  r r ' l r ich u, l rs  r rarrrcr i
".4rctic Distrihutor"'. Onc of its llrst taskings was on a coutrilct whicll
l lu l la lo hat l  sccurcd to t r i lnsport  prcf i rbr icatcd horrs ing cornponenls
bctwccn Ycl lo lukrr i l 'c  and Pcl ly  IJay.  Otr  th is col l l ract ,  both Sl iyrnastcrs
wcre uscd,  rnaking two f l ig l r ts  a t lay.  Interest ingly,  ' lQM was te tunl ing t r '
i ls  fonrrcr  basc at  I 'c l ly  Ray,  whclc i t  had spcnt  nruch t i t r rc i r r  pyL'1 leg5
ycars.  Tl ic  a i rcral i  thcn sct t icd into rcgular  scrv icc.  l ic tg l t t i r rg out  o l '
Ycl lowkni fc a lorrgsidc Cl- l " l 'S l l ,  a task which i t  would rnainta iu l i r r  t l rc
ncxt  thrce ycars.

lJul la lo had a contract  lo senicc t l ianront l  in ines in thc
Northwest  

' [crr i to l ics,  
as rvc l l  as a regulal  run up the lVlackcnzie Val lcy,

dcl iver ing grocer ics and other suppl ics to Nonran Wcl ls ,  Del inc,  
' l 'u l i ta

and f 'or t  Cood Hopc,  knorvn as thc "Val lcy l lun".  Di i r ing the spl ing ice
break-up and the autumn lieczc-up, thc Skynrastcrs had to shuttlc bctrvecn
Ycl lowkni lc  and Hay Rivcr ,  as over land t rans|or tzr t ior)  was not  possib le.
Tircsc reguiar  taskings,  togcthcl  lv i th such acl-hoc chal tc ls as canre aiong,
occupied the nvo ai rcraf t ,  enabl ing both to pay their  way as hard rvork ing
nrernbers of  t l rc  i l lustr ious Buf l 'a lo Airways f lcc- t .

REI 'URN TO FIRE-BONTI 'EI{  DU' [ IES

A nrajor developntent for Buffalo Airways canrc in };ebruary
1995 when it was awaldetl a live ycar aerial firc supltrcssion contrac( []y
the Govenunent of  the Not1hrvest  Terr i tor ies.  wort l r  $ l {J.5 nr i l l ion.
Bul ' fa lo wcre to rcplace Conair  of  Abbotsford,  Br i t ish Colunt t r ia.  rvho l rad
held the contract  ibr  nTany yeals.  This n 'as a r r ra jor  acbreverncnt  {br
Buffalo and came at an opportutle tiure, as the diamond boorrt in the

.,sPlt$l*-

(.ltt.rot CllnJtpcl/)

Nort l r ivcst  
' lcr r i tor ics 

was s lowing down. I  hc l l rc  sc i rson runs l r .onr May
to Scpt t ' t r rbcr  cach ycar ' ,  unt l  thLrs May 1o Scptcr t r l ;cr  1995 rvoul t l  bcuomc
Llrr l l i r lo 's  l l rs t  scztson.  I l  to()k t lvc l  opcrat ion o1' l i rur  Govclr r rncnt ,ownet l
( larradai l  CIL-2 |  5s.  l - l r is  contract  a lso rccpr i lc t l  two f i re- t ronrbing D( i -4s,
a l ) r inrary a i rc la l l  lbr  which thc cst intatcd lnnual  ut i l isat iorr  rvould bc l  J [ )
I rours.  ancl  a l racl<-up rv i th an cst i r latct l  nrrr rual  ut i l isat ion of  l ( )5 hours.
OLrts i t lc  o l ' t l rc  f i rc-bourbing se: lson,  the DC-4s coulc l  revc( to cargu rvork.

' fo 
provir lc  thc two I ) l ' -4s l i r l  lhc cont larr t ,  13ul la lo assigned Cl-

I r lQ\ ,1,  which had prcviously scrvct l  as a f i rc-bontbcr rvhi lc  inAcro lJnion
scrv icc.  i rncl  which rcta incd thc plunrbing ncet lcd f<rr  th is ro lc,  anr l  pur-
c l tascd C-54G Skyrnastc l  Cl-CiBNV (c/r r  3598t i )  l iorn Coni la i r  in QLrctrcc.
In latc l ;ebruary ' I iNV was I )orvn by a Bul ta lo crew to Chico,  Cal i l i r rn ia,
rvhcrc Acro lJnion rvoul t l  insta l l  thc rctarr lant  del ivcry syster l  and rcsprry
l l r c ' i r i r c ra l i  t t r t o  t i r l l  l l u l l a l o  co l o r r r  s c l t cn re .  Th i s  r vas  l i r l l o r i ' cd  bv  ' lQN{

also l iy i , rg to C'h ico,  to l tc  lcstorct l  to f i lc-bonrbcrconf igurat ion.  [ i t - r th a i r -
cral i  l rar l  retr r rncr l  to Yel lowkni fc dur ing Apr i l ,  in  or t lcr  to bc on stat ion tor
thc c()nt l 'act  l rcgi r rn i lg on May )  1995. 

' l 'hcy 
wcle |osi t ioncd to t l tc  I Iay

I{ ivel  basc,  fc ldy to t lcploy to arry Nol thwcst ' fcrr i (or ics krcat iorr  as thc
nect l  arosc C-GIINV sportcd i ts  lankcr nurt rbcr  of  5(r  on thc ta i l ,  whi lc
C ' -F IQM had  bcco r l c ' l anke r  57 .



Skrntns,", C-FIQlvl in the
Yellot'kni/e in ll,lay 20I I .

BLtlJit lo Ainvavs ntaintentnte area ol

remains aD essent ia l  conrponent of  the
lvhi le suppl ies o1'avgas are avai lable.

DAi\ IBI jSTII I I  RoI ,E

(John Barlttv)

l lee t ,  and is  l i ke ly  to  ren la in  so

A vis i t  to Ycl lou 'kni fe in Mry 2006 l 'ound C- l r lQN4 st i l l  in
tanker conf igrrr ' : t t ion.  I lorvever,  the fb l lowing year,  rv i th othL' r  ntenrhers

o1' the I lLr l l i r lo  f leet  having been assigned the tanker ro le,  C-FIQM was

back in use as a l ie ighter .  When the two I l lectras jo ined the l let t  i t  was
dt ' tenrr inecl  t l la t  these,  together wi th the cornpany's two f 'otnmanclos i tnt l

one Skynraste ' r ,  woulc l  lu l f i l  the cargo ret lu i rentent  otr t  o l 'Ycl lowkni le,
rvhich could be bolsteret i  by fLrr ther Sl<ynrasters i l ' required.  A nlove s l r l ' t -

ed to le-posi l ion al l  the DCI-4s to I lay River,  except lbr  the Yel lorvkr t i f 'e

ai rc la l i ,  a ro lc assigned to ' lQM. I lLr l ' l 'a lo 's  f l rs t  J)Cl- , l  C-GI 'SI l ,  h. rv ing

sul lercd t lamagc in an accident  lnd parket l  out  o l -serv ice al  I lay I { iver ,
l i rund that  i ts  ro lc as cornprny l lagship o l  the DCI 4 l lect  was taken over
by Cl- l ] l {JM, once again l i r l l i l l ing i ts  ro le as an "Arct ic  Trat lcr" .

I t  l lerv on thc regLr lar  "Vr l lcy [ {un",  unt l  a lso t t r t t lc t took c l tar-
lcr  rvork t l r roLrghout the Northwest  l -e l r i lor ies.  l )ur ing Apr i l  2010 i t  rvas
baset l  at  Whi tehorsc in lhe Yukon, haul ing l ie ight  to Ol t l  ( ' rorv.  A tnost

rr r r r rsrra l  assignrnent canle i ts  way rn October l0 l0 wl te ' t t  i t  rvas chi t t teret l
by a l i lnr  conrprny to rc-enact  the ro lc o1'a [ - r l tcaster  bot t rbet  t l t t r i t tg t l te
l i l rn ing ol 'a docrrrr rcnlary i l rvesl igat ing t l re tncthods rrsed by {r  I  7 Sqt tat lnrn
to t l rop lhc l - i tmotts borrncing hotnhs t tn thc c lar t ts .  I i t r  th is ptr tposc i l  rv ls

l l t te( l  wi th an rrnder- l i rsc lage ' l rornb'  rc leasc t lcv icc by I lu l l l rkr  perst tnnel

in t l re corrpany's l ranglrr  at  Ycl lorvkrr i le ,  ar tc l  t l ter t  t lcployed to Macker lz ie,

[ ] r ' i t ish ( 'o lumbia,  where thc f i lnr ing took place.  Only a l in t i ted nLrnrbcr
o1'  repl ica 5(X) porrrrd 'hornbs'  u,cre engineeret l  l i r r  the t r ia ls,  u ' i th the
Skyrnaster  dropping lhenl  on l l lc  watcr  leading lo a specia l ly  constr t lc lc( l

danr.  I lav ing successlu l ly  cornplctet l  the l i l r r r ing,  i ts  darn-bust i r tg advel t -
tures at  an end,  thc r i rcraf i  hrd rctunrer l  to Ycl lorvkni fe by I t r id-Ockrbcr,
arr t l  resrrned i ts  work us a l ie ighter .

Cl  I r IQM's tota l  a i r l l 'arnc t imc in October 20 10,  on thc occi ls i t t r t
of  i ls  ( r5th b i r thdav,  u,as ,10,900 hours,  sorrcwhat lowcr than would have
bern t l re c i rse hat l  t l re a i rcnr l i  bccn uscr l  l i r r  pLrre t tansport  rvork l l t roLtgh-
orr t  i ts  carccr .  l ls  r r i rnv y! 'ars i ls  r r  l i rc-bonrbcr,  wl tcr t  t l te a i rcral l  tv l ts  on
strrnt l  by l i r r  lorru pcr ior ls  rv i t l r  re lat ively l i rn i tet i  r r l i l isr r t ion,  hat l  kcpt  i ts
to{ l r l  l inre r lou,n l l r r r r  t l re l r ig l r  r r t i l is l t ion l rc l t icytd by sonre Sl iy t t t i ts l t ' rs .
I rur  cra; : r l , lc ,  ( l l " - l ' l lCl ,  the or ig inal  a i rcral i  engaget l  on thc l )e l ly  l lay lX ' -
4 Air  Srrv icc,  hrr t l  arrr : rsset l  47,000 horrrs on i ts  a i r l l 'anre at  the t i r rc o l  i ls
unl i r r l r rn i r tc  t lcrr r ise.  Io lh is day,  ' lQM cont inrres in serv ice out  o l
Yel lorvkni l 'e ,  scrv ing l l rc  r rcct ls  of  t l rc  Nort l twest  l t r r i tor ies,  onc of  a
hrnr l l i r l  o l ' l )Cl-4s st i l l  crrn ing i ts  kcep nrole l l l rn s ixty I ive yerrs a l tcr  i t
enrergcr l  lnrm thc lactory,  t ru ly u rcnlr lkrr t r le and uni( lue l i f l iner .

- l 'he 
lss istar tce ol -  tn iury pcople is  acl inowlet lger l  in t l te preparat ion ol ' th is

art ic le,  i r r  part icrr lar  Nci l  Ai rd,  I }cndr [ ] la i r  (Aero Spacc MuseLutt  of
C'a lgary) ,  Robert  l logash,  Ant l rony J I { ickey,  Terry JLrt lgc,  Sean Keat ing,

Jolrn Kir rbcr lcy,  Paul  Laser ich,  Larry Mi lberry,  Mike Mcl l ryart ,  Joe
Mcl l ryrr r  (and al l  t l re l i ient l ly  personncl  at  Bul la lo) ,  John' l 'Mtt r l t l ty  ( '136

Ai l l i l i  Wing l l is tor ian),  David McNair  (Canrcl ian ' l - r 'ansportat ion Sal 'ety

I loart l ) ,  Dirk Septer,  Kenneth Swartz and l )ave Wi l ton.

l l ,  ' h t t  l l u r l , ' y  )

I ror  the summer of  1995, therelbre,  I luf la lo 's  two f i re- f ight ing
DC-.1s conrpr ised Cl-FIQM and C-GRNV rv i th ( l -GPSII  eonl inuing l ( )
operate as a pure f ie ighter .  To replace the lost  f i 'e ightercapaci ty of  ' lQM,

anr l  to increase t l re a i r l ine 's DC-4 f leet .  Buf la lo acquired Cl-5411 CI-GCITF
(c/n 2721i l )  f ionr  Transla i r  of  Qucbec in Septenrber 1995, which al icr
ovcrhaul jo ined the f leet  in the cargo ro le.  In thc years that  lb l lowed, l i r r -
ther Skymlsters were i lcquired,  sonre o1'which were also t tset l  as l i re
borrbers.  Orr ts idc of the f l re scason, Ci-FIQM ant l  the other tankers corr l t l

be used as cargo ai r -cral t .  Fur the surrrrer  01'1995, C-C; l lNV was desig-
natecl  as the pr i rnary l i re-bonr l rer ,  rvhi lc  ( ]  FIQM rvas thc back-up.

' l  
l re I i re fetardant  system instal lcr l  in  bot l r  a i rcral i  by Acro

Union cornpr ised 2,200 tJS gal lon tanks iv i t l r  e ig l r t  hydraul ical ly-act ivat-
ed doors,  conrputer  contro l lcd l iom the cockpi t ,  so that  the doors could be
opened in any dcsirct l  scqucnce.  For thc ncxt  tcw ycars,  ' l ( ]M was used
on the f i rc-bonrbing contract  basct l  at  I Iay River,  bLrt  deploycd elsewhere
when  requ i r cd .  I n  May  199 -5 ,  bo th ' lQM and ' l lNV  co r r l d  be  l i r L rnd  l ) y -
ing out  of l ior t  Snr i th.  Orr ts ide o1' thc l l re se-ason. bolh a i rcral i  rcvcr tcd to
cargo work.  Support  l i r r  thc nr in ing industry corr t i r ruct l  to be I lu l la lo 's
'bread and but ter 'cargo work,  as wel l  as thc cstabl ishcd \h l lcy I tun.  With
i ts  1u,000 pound paylo i rd,  the vencrable D( l -4 had lbLrnd i ts  urvn niche in
the North, more than thirty years after its heyday servicing thc DEW Linc,
and was muclr  in denrand. In 1996 Buf l 'a lo ar lc led two f lansos to i ts  a i r
tanker l leet ,  which jo ined thc foLrr  CI--2 I  5s tnd the bracc of  Skyrnasters.
l i i re bascs wcrc maintainct l  at  Ycl lorvkni lc ,  I  lay I { ivcr ,  Inuvik,  For- t  Snr i th,
I t r t  Simpson arrd Norr lan Wcl ls .

C'  I r l ( lM har l  jo ined I lu l l } lo Ainvavs as i ts  sccond I ) ( ' -4 in
I !11;  19! t3,  a yeur u l ier  lhe corrpuny l r : r r l  acquirct l  i ts  l l ls t  o l  the type.
' lVenty 

ycars later ,  th is veteran cont inucs to servc rv i th the ai r l ine.  In the
intervening years,  lburtcen DC-4s have bcen registered to l l r r l la lo
Arrways, a ferv only firr sparcs usc, some as pure lieighters (lirr exanrple
CI-CIPSII ,  the f i rs t  a i rcral l ,  which has never bcen used as a f i re-bonrbcr) ,
but rnost as dual-use tankers antl li-cightcrs. 

'l 'here 
lravc lrcen consitlerablc

changes ofro le of indiv idual  a i rcral l  over the years,  and i t  only takcs a day
in the hangar to makc the change. The only not iceable external  c l i l l 'e lcnce
is t l re removal  o1' lhe Lrnt ler- l i rselagc pannier  contain ing the t l rop eqLr ip-
r lent  when the ai rcral t  is  not  in usc as a tanker.

In 2009 two I -ocklreed l i lectras jo ined the l lu l la lo l leet  as
transport aircraft, with two rnore the following year lirr convcrsion to f ire-
bomber status.  Ul t inately i t  is  the intent ion that  the nrodern Electra wi l l
replace the I)C-4 in Buffirlo service, but lbr thc tirne being the DC-4

]'urkedunid'st.sonelbrnidubIentenlx'rs
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